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1
WIRELESS DEVICE INCLUDING A
MULTIBAND ANTENNA SYSTEM

This international patent application claims priority to
prior U.S. application No. 60/910,113 filed on 4 Apr. 2007
and to prior EP-application No. 07105364 filed on 30 Mar.
2007. The entire disclosures of the aforesaid application num-
bers U.S. 60/910,113 and EP 07105364 are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference.

OBIJECT OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of internal anten-
nas for a wireless handheld device, and generally for any
wireless portable device, to enable the transmission and
reception of electromagnetic wave signals.

Itis an object of the present invention to provide an antenna
system for a wireless handheld or portable device (such as for
instance but not limited to a mobile phone, a smartphone, a
PDA, an MP3 player, a headset, a USB dongle, a laptop
computer, a gaming device, a digital camera, a PCMCIA or
Cardbus 32 card), which occupies a reduced volume within
the wireless device and is capable of operation in a plurality of
frequency regions of the electromagnetic spectrum with
enhanced radioelectric performance, increased robustness to
external effects and neighboring components of the wireless
device, and/or reduced interaction with the user.

Another object of the invention relates to a method to
enable the operation of a wireless handheld or portable device
in a plurality of frequency regions of the electromagnetic
spectrum by providing an antenna system which occupies a
reduced volume within the wireless device and operates with
enhanced radioelectric performance, increased robustness to
external effects and neighboring components of the wireless
device, and/or reduced interaction with the user.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Wireless handheld or portable devices typically operate
one or more cellular communication standards and/or wire-
less connectivity standards, each standard being allocated in
one or more frequency bands, and said frequency bands being
contained within one or more regions of the electromagnetic
spectrum.

For that purpose, a space within the wireless handheld or
portable device is dedicated to the integration of an antenna
system. However, the antenna system is usually expected to
be small in order to occupy as little space as possible within
the device, which then allows for smaller devices, or for the
addition of more specific equipment and functionality into the
device. At the same time, it is sometimes required for the
antenna system to be flat since this allows for slim devices or
in particular, for devices which have two parts that can be
shifted or twisted against each other.

Many of the demands for wireless handheld or portable
devices also translate to specific demands for the antenna
systems thereof.

A wireless handheld device must include an antenna sys-
tem capable of operating in multiple frequency regions with a
proper radioelectric performance (such as for example in
terms of input impedance level, impedance bandwidth, gain,
efficiency, or radiation pattern). Moreover, the integration of
the antenna system within the wireless handheld device must
be correct to ensure that the wireless device itself attains a
proper radioelectric performance (such as for example in
terms of radiated power, received power, or sensitivity).
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2

For a proper wireless connection, high gain and efficiency
are further required. Other more common design demands for
antenna systems are the voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR)
and the impedance which is supposed to be about 50 ohms.
Also, a substantially omnidirectional radiation pattern is
desired since a mobile user needs to operate the wireless
handheld device regardless of the particular location and
direction of the nearest base transceiver station.

Other demands for antenna systems for wireless handheld
or portable devices are low cost and a low specific absorption
rate (SAR).

Furthermore, an antenna system has to be integrated into a
device or in other words a wireless handheld or portable
device has to be constructed such that an appropriate antenna
system may be integrated therein which puts constraints by
consideration of the mechanical fit, the electrical fit and the
assembly fit.

Of further importance, usually, is the robustness of the
antenna system which means that the antenna system does not
change its properties upon smaller shocks to the device.

Usually, antenna systems with a substantially planar con-
ducting radiating element placed at some distance over a
ground plane layer are known as microstrip or patch antennas.
Usually such microstrip and patch antennas include at least a
feeding connection and a grounding connection, forming a
so-called Planar Inverted F Antenna (PIFA). It is well known
that the performance of such antennas is limited, in terms of
impedance bandwidth, efficiency and related parameters
(gain, VSWR and so on) by the spacing between said radiat-
ing element and the ground plane layer: the shorter the dis-
tance between both, the smaller the impedance bandwidth
and efficiency.

Typically, a multiband antenna system includes a radiating
element whose geometry is able to support different radiation
modes so that said antenna system can operate with a deter-
mined radioelectric performance in multiple frequency
regions of the electromagnetic spectrum. Such a multiband
behavior is achieved by appropriately shaping the geometry
of' the radiating element, creating several radiating geometric
elements, such as arms, polygons, or straight or curved line
segments, and/or introducing slots, apertures or openings
within the radiating element, to provide different paths to the
electric currents flowing on the conductive parts of the radi-
ating element and/or to the equivalent magnetic currents on
slots, apertures or openings within said radiating element,
exciting different radiation modes for the multiple frequency
regions of operation.

In such multiband antenna systems, the different radiation
modes supported by the radiating element are usually asso-
ciated to different geometrical portions of said radiating ele-
ment. Said portions need to share a same volume dedicated to
the integration of the radiating element inside the wireless
handheld device, and in fact, in most cases, they have to
compete for space within said volume.

Therefore, these antenna systems typically exhibit a lim-
ited radioelectric performance in the frequency regions of
operation.

Moreover, the presence of multiple arms, slots, apertures
and/or openings within the radiating element of these antenna
systems makes them much more sensitive to external effects
(such as for instance the presence of plastic or dielectric
covers that surround the wireless device), to components of
the wireless device (such as for instance, but not limited to, a
speaker, a microphone, a connector, a display, a shield can, a
vibrating module, a battery, or an electronic module or sub-
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system) placed either in the vicinity of, or even underneath,
the radiating element, and/or to the presence of the user of the
wireless device.

A multiband antenna system is sensitive to any of the above
mentioned aspects because they may alter the electromag-
netic coupling between the different geometrical portions of
the radiating element, which usually translates into detuning
effects, degradation of the radioelectric performance of the
antenna system and/or the radioelectric performance wireless
device, and/or greater interaction with the user (such as an
increased level of SAR).

On the other hand, antenna systems having a radiating
element with a geometrically simple shape (such as for
example those composed by one polygon) provide a single
path for the currents, exciting just one radiation mode.

In these antenna systems, the radiating element comprises
a single geometrical portion that uses all the available volume
within the wireless handheld device dedicated to the antenna
system. Therefore these antenna systems may provide an
improved radioelectric performance and be less sensitive to
external effects and/or to the presence of components of the
device in a neighborhood of the radiating element, and pos-
sibly be less affected by the presence of the user.

However, such antenna systems typically provide only one
frequency region of operation, in which the antenna system
exhibits a good radioelectric performance. This aspect con-
stitutes a major limitation to the use of said antenna systems
in wireless handheld or portable devices, because these
devices usually operate one or more communication stan-
dards requiring multiple frequency regions of the electromag-
netic spectrum.

Moreover, different communication standards being oper-
ated by a wireless handheld or portable device are usually
allocated in distantly spaced frequency regions. For example,
frequencies within a frequency region being two times higher
than frequencies in another frequency region are typical in
wireless devices operating GSM 900 (880-960 MHz) and
GSM 1800 (1710-1880 MHz), or operating IEEE 802.11b/g
(2.4-2.5 GHz) and IEEE 802.11a (5.15-5.875 GHz).

Therefore, an antenna system having a radiating element
with a geometrically simple shape and featuring good radio-
electric performance over a broad or wide frequency region
(i.e., a broadband or wideband solution) able to encompass
the plurality of frequency regions of operation of a wireless
handheld or portable device is impractical.

Some attempts have been made to obtain an antenna sys-
tem capable of operating in two frequency regions, in which
said antenna system comprises a radiating element of a geo-
metrically simple shape.

For example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,674,411 discloses a planar
inverted-L. antenna (i.e., a patch antenna) having a radiating
element composed by a rectangular plate. Said radiating ele-
ment is placed above, and substantially parallel to, a ground
plane. The antenna is connected to a matching network that
provides a match in two frequency regions of the electromag-
netic spectrum.

As afurther example, US 2005/0225484 describes a planar
inverted-F antenna (PIFA) having a radiating element com-
posed by a rectangular plate. Said radiating element is placed
above, and substantially parallel to, a ground plane. The
antenna is connected to a matching circuit that performs
adjustment of the reflection characteristics of the antenna in
two frequency regions.

Moreover, the PIFA comprises a feeding connection and a
grounding connection. In order to achieve the desired opera-
tion in multiple frequency regions, the feeding connection
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and the grounding connection must be disposed at a distance
not smaller than one sixth of the circumference length of the
radiating element.

These prior-art antenna systems are however very sensitive
to the height of the radiating element with respect to the
ground plane. For the typical 5-15% impedance bandwidths
of cellular/mobile standards (GSM, UMTS, PCS, WCDMA),
the minimum distance is about 2% of the longest operating
wavelength (typically 7-9 mm). As the height of the radiating
element is reduced, the impedance bandwidth and the effi-
ciency of the antenna system decrease. Consequently, the
capability of the antenna system to operate in more than one
frequency region, or with a broadband behavior, is severely
diminished.

Such a severe limitation makes these antenna systems not
suitable for many wireless handheld or portable devices, in
particular for those devices in which the volume dedicated to
the integration of the antenna system has a limited height, or
in those thin, slim devices in which the overall height of the
device itself has to be small.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A wireless handheld or portable device according to the
present invention operates one, two, three or more cellular
communication standards (for example 2G systems such as
GSM 850, GSM 900, GSM 1800, GSM 1900, PCS, or
CDMA; 3G systems such as UMTS, W-CDMA, cdmaOne,
c¢dma2000, TD-SCDMA,; etc.), wireless connectivity stan-
dards (such as for instance WiFi, IEEE802.11 standards,
Bluetooth, ZigBee, UWB, WiMAX, HSDPA, WiBro, or other
high-speed standards), and/or broadcasts standards (such as
for instance FM, DAB, XDARS, SDARS, DVB-H, DMB,
T-DMB, or other related digital or analog video and/or audio
standards), each standard being allocated in one or more
frequency bands, and said frequency bands being contained
within two, three or more frequency regions of the electro-
magnetic spectrum.

The wireless handheld or portable device including an
antenna system according to the present invention may have
acandy-bar shape, which means that its configuration is given
by a single body. It may also have a two-body configuration
such as a clamshell, flip-type, swivel-type or slider structure.
In some other cases, the device may have a configuration
comprising three or more bodies. It may further or addition-
ally have a twist configuration in which a body portion (e.g.
with a screen) can be twisted (i.e., rotated with two or more
axes of rotation which are preferably not parallel), or even
combine sliding and rotating mechanisms between said two
or more bodies.

For a wireless handheld or portable device which is slim
and/or whose configuration comprises two or more bodies,
the requirements on maximum height of the antenna structure
are very stringent, as the maximum thickness of each of the
two or more bodies of the device may be limited to 5, 6,7, 8
or 9 mm. With the technology disclosed herein, it is possible
to design low profile antenna structures having an enhanced
radioelectric performance even for such devices.

In the context of the present document a wireless handheld
orportable device is considered to be slim if it has a thickness
ofless than 14 mm, 13 mm, 12 mm, 11 mm, 10 mm, 9 mm or
8 mm.

According to an aspect of the present invention, a wireless
handheld or portable device includes an antenna system
capable of operating in at least two frequency regions of the
electromagnetic spectrum: a first frequency region and a sec-
ond frequency region, wherein preferably the highest fre-
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quency of the first frequency region is lower than the lowest
frequency of the second frequency region. Said antenna sys-
tem comprises an antenna structure having at least one radi-
ating element including a connection point, a ground plane
layer including at least one connection point, and at least one
internal input/output (I/O) port, said at least one internal I/O
port being defined by the connection point of the at least one
radiating element and one of the at least one connection points
of the ground plane layer, or in other words the internal
1/O-port is positioned from an electrical point of view
between the connection point of the at least one radiating
element and one of the at least one connection points of the
ground plane layer. The antenna system further comprises a
matching and tuning system, and an external input/output
(I/O) port.

In this text, an /O port of the antenna structure is referred
to as an internal /O port, while an I/O port of the antenna
system is referred to as an external I/O port. In this context,
the terms “internal” and “external” when referring to an 1/O
port are used simply to distinguish the I/O ports of the antenna
structure from those of the antenna system, and carry no
implication as to whether an /O port is accessible from the
outside or not.

The antenna structure features at any, or every, of its at least
one internal I/O ports, when disconnected from the matching
and tuning system, an input return loss curve having a mini-
mum at a frequency (hereinafter referred to as the intrinsic
frequency at a given internal I/0 port of the antenna structure)
outside the first frequency region of operation of the antenna
system.

The matching and tuning system comprises an /O port
connected to each of the at least one internal I/O ports of the
antenna structure (i.e., as many 1/O ports as there are internal
1/0 ports in the antenna structure), and an I/O port connected
to an external I/O port of the antenna system. Said matching
and tuning system modifies the impedance of the antenna
structure, providing impedance matching to the antenna sys-
tem in the at least two frequency regions of operation of the
antenna system.

According to an aspect of the present invention, at least one
radiating element of the antenna structure protrudes beyond
the ground plane layer, so that at least a portion of the orthogo-
nal projection of said radiating element onto the plane con-
taining the ground plane layer does not overlap the ground
plane layer.

Protruding a radiating element beyond the ground plane
layer adjusts the levels of impedance of the antenna structure
and enhances its impedance bandwidth. Such an effect advan-
tageously counterbalances the degradation that these param-
eters suffer when the height of said radiating element with
respect to the ground plane layer is small, as it is the case in
particular for wireless handheld or portable devices with low
profile, thus solving the limitations of the prior-art solutions.

In this text, the expression impedance bandwidth is to be
interpreted as referring to a frequency region over which a
wireless handheld or portable device and an antenna system
comply with certain specifications, depending on the service
for which the wireless device is adapted. For example, for a
device adapted to transmit and receive signals of cellular
communication standards, an antenna system having a rela-
tive impedance bandwidth of at least 10% (preferably not less
than 15% or 20%) together with an antenna efficiency of not
less than 30% (preferably not less than 40%, more preferably
not less than 50%) can be preferred. Also, an input return-loss
of =3 dB, or -6 dB, or better within the corresponding fre-
quency region can be preferred.
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In some examples, the antenna system is capable of oper-
ating in at least three, four, five or more regions of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum.

In some embodiments, the antenna structure comprises
two, three, four or more radiating elements, each of said
radiating elements including a connection point, and each of
said connection points defining, together with one of the at
least one connection points of the ground plane layer, an
internal /O port of the antenna structure. Therefore, in some
embodiments the antenna structure comprises two, three, four
or more radiating elements, and correspondingly two, three,
four or more internal 1/0O ports.

In some examples, a same connection point of the ground
plane layer is used to define at least two, or even all, internal
1/O ports of the antenna structure.

In some examples, the antenna system comprises a second
external I/O port and the matching and tuning system com-
prises an additional 1/O port, said additional /O port being
connected to said second external /O port. That is, the
antenna system features two external 1/O ports.

According to the present invention, the antenna structure
features at any, or every, of its internal /O ports, when dis-
connected from the matching and tuning system, an input
return loss curve having an intrinsic frequency outside the
first frequency region of operation of the antenna system.

In some cases, the intrinsic frequency at any, or every, of
the internal I/O ports of the antenna structure is also outside
the second frequency region of operation of the antenna sys-
tem.

In some examples, the intrinsic frequency at a given inter-
nal /O port of the antenna structure corresponds preferably to
a frequency at which the radiating element connected to said
internal I/O port has a characteristic dimension substantially
close to a quarter of the wavelength. In some other examples,
the intrinsic frequency at said internal I/O port of the antenna
structure corresponds to a frequency at which said radiating
element has a dimension substantially close to an integral
multiple of the quarter of the wavelength. In some examples,
the intrinsic frequency at a given internal /O port of the
antenna structure is a resonance frequency of the antenna
structure.

In the context of this document, two linear dimensions are
substantially close to each other if they differ in less than 5%
(preferably less than 3%, 1.5%, 0.6% or 0.3%) of the free-
space wavelength corresponding to the lowest frequency of
operation of the antenna system. In the same way, two points
are substantially close to each other if the distance between
them is less than 5% (preferably less than 3%, 1.5%, 0.6% or
0.3%) of the free-space wavelength corresponding to said
lowest frequency of operation.

The realized gain of an antenna structure depends on fac-
tors such as its directivity, its radiation pattern, its radiating
efficiency and its input return loss. Both the radiating effi-
ciency and the input return loss of the antenna structure are
frequency dependent (even directivity is strictly frequency
dependent). An antenna structure is usually very efficient at
any, or every, of its intrinsic frequencies and maintains a
similar (or at least suitable) radioelectric performance within
the frequency range defined by its impedance bandwidth
around its intrinsic frequency or frequencies.

In some examples, the intrinsic frequency at any, or every,
of the internal I/O ports of the antenna structure is advanta-
geously located above (i.e., at a frequency higher than) the
frequency region of lowest frequency of the two or more
frequency regions of operation of the antenna system (such as
for example, above said first frequency region).
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In some examples, the intrinsic frequency at any, or every,
of said internal I/O ports is at the same time located below
(i.e., at a frequency lower than) the frequency region of high-
est frequency of the two or more frequency regions of opera-
tion of the antenna system (such as for example, below said
second frequency region). Hence, the intrinsic frequency at
any, or every, of said internal I/O ports is located above the
first frequency region but below the second frequency region.

In some other examples, the intrinsic frequency at least
some of, or even all, the internal I/O ports of the antenna
structure is located above the second frequency region,
whereas in yet some other examples the intrinsic frequency at
least some of, or even all, the internal I/O ports can be located
below the first frequency region.

In some further examples, the intrinsic frequency at an
internal 1/O port of the antenna structure is located above a
third frequency region of operation of the antenna system,
said third frequency region having a lowest frequency higher
than the highest frequency of the second frequency region of
operation of said antenna system.

In some cases, the ratio between the intrinsic frequency at
an internal I/O port of the antenna structure and the highest
frequency of said frequency region of lowest frequency is
preferably larger than a certain minimum ratio. Some pos-
sible minimum ratios are 1.0, 1.2, 1.4, 1.6, 1.8, 2.0, 2.2, 2.4,
2.6,2.8 or 3.0. Setting the ratio high is advantageous because
it reduces the size of the radiating element of the antenna
structure, facilitating the integration of the antenna structure
within the wireless handheld or portable device.

However, if said ratio is too high it may become difficult to
modify the impedance of the antenna structure with the
matching and tuning system to obtain an antenna system
properly matched in all its frequency regions of operation.
Therefore, it is preferred in some cases the ratio between the
intrinsic frequency at an internal I/O port of the antenna
structure and the highest frequency of the lowest frequency
region be less than a certain maximum ratio. Some possible
maximum ratios are 4.8, 4.4, 4.0, 3.8, 3.6,3.4,3.2,3.0, 2.8,
2.6,2.4,2.2o0r2.0.

Furthermore, in some cases it is advantageous to set said
ratio between a certain minimum value and a certain maxi-
mum value.

In some embodiments of the present invention, the antenna
structure when disconnected from the matching and tuning
system features at any, or every, of its internal I/O ports an
input return loss curve having a frequency (hereinafter
referred to as secondary frequency at a given internal I/O
port), the secondary frequency at a given internal /O port
being lower than the intrinsic frequency at said given internal
1/0 port of the antenna structure, at which the absolute value
of the slope of the curve at said secondary frequency is
smaller than the absolute value of the slope of the curve at any
other frequency within a non-empty neighborhood centered
at said secondary frequency. Said non-empty neighborhood
preferably refers to a frequency interval of a 2%, or a 1°/0, or
a 0.5% of the secondary frequency at said given internal [/O
port of the antenna structure, and centered at said secondary
frequency.

In some examples, the secondary frequency at an internal
1/0 port of the antenna structure can be associated to a dimen-
sion of its ground plane layer.

In some embodiments, the ratio between the intrinsic fre-
quency at an internal I/O port of the antenna structure and the
secondary frequency at the same internal I/O port is prefer-
ably smaller than a certain maximum. Setting a low ratio
between said intrinsic and secondary frequencies can be
advantageous when the antenna system needs to operate in a
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broad frequency region. Such a choice of frequency ratio
simplifies the design of the matching and tuning system.

In some other embodiments, it may be advantageous to set
the ratio between the intrinsic frequency at an internal I/O
port of the antenna structure and the secondary frequency at
the same internal 1/O port above a certain minimum. Setting
a high ratio between said intrinsic and secondary frequencies
can be advantageous when the antenna system needs to oper-
ate in two disjoint frequency regions. Such a choice of fre-
quency ratio simplifies the design of the matching and tuning
system.

In some other embodiments the ratio between the intrinsic
frequency at an internal I/O port of the antenna structure and
the secondary frequency at the same internal I/O port is pref-
erably larger than a certain minimum but smaller than a cer-
tain maximum. Some possible minimum and maximum val-
ues for said ratio between the intrinsic and secondary
frequenciesare1.0,1.2,1.4,1.6,1.8,2.0,2.2,2.4,2.6,2.8 and
3.0.

In some examples, by adjusting a dimension of a radiating
element connected to a given internal I/O port and/or a dimen-
sion of the ground plane layer, the ratio between the intrinsic
and the secondary frequencies at said internal I/O port can be
advantageously controlled to obtain an antenna system fea-
turing a desired radioelectric performance in the frequency
regions of operation.

In some examples a radiating element of the antenna struc-
ture comprises a single radiating arm, said arm defining a path
for the currents flowing on the radiating element that excite a
radiation mode of the antenna structure. Said radiation mode
is associated to the intrinsic frequency at an internal I/O port
of'the antenna structure. In particular, the intrinsic frequency
at the internal I/O port to which said radiating element is
connected.

In an example, the connection point of a radiating element
is located at one end of said radiating arm. Such an election of
the position of the connection point is advantageous to pro-
vide a longer path to the electrical currents flowing on said
radiating arm, lowering the intrinsic frequency at an internal
1/0O port of the antenna structure.

In another example a connection point of the ground plane
layer is located substantially close to a corner of the ground
plane layer. Such an election of the position of a connection
point is advantageous to provide a longer path to the electrical
currents flowing on the ground plane layer, lowering the
secondary frequency at least one internal 1/O port of the
antenna structure.

A wireless handheld or portable device generally com-
prises one, two, three or more multilayer printed circuit
boards (PCBs) on which to carry the electronics. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, the ground plane layer of the antenna
structure is at least partially, or completely, contained in at
least one of the layers of a multilayer PCB.

In a preferred example of the present invention, a major
portion of a radiating element (such as at least a 50%, or a
60%, or a 70%, or an 80% of the surface of said radiating
element) is placed on one or more planes substantially paral-
lel to the ground plane layer. In the context of this document,
two surfaces are considered to be substantially parallel if the
smallest angle between a first line normal to one of the two
surfaces and a second line normal to the other of the two
surfaces is not larger than 45°, and preferably not larger than
30°, or 20°, or even more preferably not larger than 10°.

In some examples, said one or more planes substantially
parallel to the ground plane layer and containing a major
portion of a radiating element of the antenna structure are
preferably at a height with respect to said ground plane layer
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not larger than a 2% of the wavelength corresponding to the
lowest frequency of operation of the antenna system. In some
cases, said height is smaller than 7 mm, preferably smaller
than 5 mm, and more preferably smaller than 3 mm.

In some embodiments, at least one, two, three, or even all,
radiating elements are substantially coplanar to the ground
plane layer. Furthermore, in some cases at least one, two,
three, or even all, radiating elements are advantageously
embedded in the same PCB as the one containing the ground
plane layer, which results in an antenna structure having a
very low profile.

In a preferred example the antenna structure is arranged
within the wireless handheld or portable device in such a
manner that there is no ground plane in the orthogonal pro-
jection of a radiating element onto the plane containing the
ground plane layer. In some examples there is some overlap-
ping between the projection of a radiating element and the
ground plane layer. In some embodiments less than a 10%, a
20%, a 30%, a 40%, a 50%, a 60% or even a 70% of the area
of the projection of a radiating element overlaps the ground
plane layer.

In some cases it is advantageous to remove ground plane
from at least a portion of the projection of at least one radi-
ating element in order to adjust the levels of impedance and to
enhance the impedance bandwidth of the antenna structure.
This aspect is especially important when the volume for the
integration of the antenna structure has a small height, as it is
the case in particular for slim wireless handheld or portable
devices.

In some examples a majority of the area of the projection of
a radiating element that is outside the ground plane layer is
placed at a distance to an edge of the ground plane layer
ranging between a minimum distance and a maximum dis-
tance. Some possible values of said minimum and maximum
distances are a 0.2%, 0.4%, 0.6%, 0.8%, 1%, 2%, 3%, 4%,
5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 10%, 12%, 14%, and 16% of the wave-
length corresponding to the highest frequency of the lowest
frequency region of operation of the antenna system. In this
context, the term majority preferably refers to at least a 50%,
or at least a 60%, or at least a 70%, or even at least an 80% of
said area.

It is advantageous to separate a major portion of a radiating
element from the ground plane layer in order to adjust the
levels of impedance and to enhance the impedance bandwidth
of'the antenna structure to allow the antenna system to operate
properly in all its frequency regions. As it can be seen in FIG.
6b, as a radiating element is moved away from an edge of the
ground plane layer, the locus of the input impedance at an
internal I/O port of the antenna structure becomes smaller,
increasing the impedance bandwidth of the antenna structure.

The separation of the radiating element to the ground plane
layer can be along a direction parallel to the plane containing
the ground plane layer, or along a direction perpendicular to
said plane, or along a direction resulting from a combination
of a parallel direction and a perpendicular direction.

On the other hand to make the integration of the antenna
structure compatible with the size of a typical wireless hand-
held or portable device, it is also preferred to set a maximum
separation of a radiating element with respect to an edge of
the ground plane layer.

In a preferred example, the majority of the area of the
projection of a radiating element that is outside the ground
plane layer is placed at a distance to an edge of the ground
plane layer ranging between a 0.5% and a 6.5% of the wave-
length corresponding to the highest frequency of the lowest
frequency region of operation of the antenna system, and
more preferably between a 0.5% and a 3% of'said wavelength.
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In some embodiments said edge is preferably a short edge
of'a substantially rectangular or elongated ground plane layer.

A volume within the wireless handheld or portable device
is dedicated to the integration of each one of the one or several
radiating elements of the antenna structure. A radiator box for
a wireless handheld or portable device is defined as being the
minimum-sized parallelepiped of square or rectangular faces
that completely encloses said volume and wherein each one
of'the faces of the minimum-sized parallelepiped is tangent to
at least a point of said volume. Moreover, each possible pair
of faces of said minimum-size parallelepiped sharing an edge
form an inner angle of 90°.

A radiator box delimits the volume within the wireless
handheld or portable device dedicated to a single radiating
element in the sense that, although other elements of the
device (such as for instance an electronic module or sub-
system) can be within said radiator box, no portion of said
radiating element can extend outside said radiator box.

In those cases in which the antenna structure comprises
more than one radiating element, a different radiator box is
defined for each of them.

Therefore, although the volume within the wireless hand-
held or portable device dedicated to the integration of each
radiating element will generally be irregularly shaped, a
radiator box will have the shape of a right prism (i.e., a
parallelepiped with square or rectangular faces and with the
inner angles between two faces sharing an edge being 90°).

For the purpose of the design of a radiating element, a
radiator rectangle is defined as being the orthogonal projec-
tion of a radiator box along the normal to the face with largest
area of said radiator box.

In some examples, one of the dimensions of a radiator box
can be substantially smaller than any of the other two dimen-
sions, or even be close to zero. In such cases, said radiator box
collapses to a practically two-dimensional entity (i.e., said
radiator box becomes approximately its radiator rectangle).

A radiator rectangle has a long side and a short side. The
length of said long side is referred to as the width of said
radiator rectangle (W), and the length of said short side is
referred to as the height of said radiator rectangle (H). The
aspect ratio of a radiator rectangle is defined as the ratio
between the width and the height of said radiator rectangle.

In accordance to the present invention, setting the intrinsic
frequency at any, or every, of the internal I/O ports of the
antenna structure outside the regions of operation of the
antenna system, and preferably above the frequency region of
lowest frequency of the antenna system, is advantageous to
reduce the size of the radiating element or radiating elements,
thus facilitating the integration of the antenna system within
the wireless handheld or portable device.

In some examples, a radiating element has a radiator rect-
angle of reduced dimensions relative to the wavelength of the
lowest frequency of operation of the antenna system. In par-
ticular, the ratio between the area of a radiator rectangle and
the square of the wavelength corresponding to the lowest
frequency of operation of the antenna system can advanta-
geously be smaller than at least one of the following percent-
ages 0.1%, 0.15%, 0.2%, 0.25%, 0.3%, 0.35%, 0.4%, 0.45%,
0.5%, 0.55% or 0.6%.

In some examples, the connection point of a radiating
element is located substantially close to a corner of its radiator
rectangle.

In some other examples, the smallest of the dimensions of
aradiator box is at least a 0.5%, 1.0%, 1.5%, 2.0% or 2.5% of
the wavelength corresponding to the lowest frequency of
operation of the antenna system. A radiator box in which its
smallest dimension has a size substantially different from
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zero may be preferred, as it allows for a radiating element
having a volumetric geometry (such as for example an
extruded geometry). Radiating elements having a volumetric
geometric may be advantageous to enhance the radioelectric
performance of the antenna structure, particularly in those
cases in which the area of a radiator rectangle is too small
relative to the square of the wavelength corresponding to the
lowest frequency of operation of the antenna system (i.c., a
too low ratio between the area of a radiator rectangle and the
square of said wavelength).

Providing a radiating element with a volumetric geometry
can be advantageous to reduce the other two dimensions of its
radiator box, leading to a very compact solution. Therefore, in
some examples in which a radiating element has a volumetric
geometry, it is preferred to set a ratio between the intrinsic
frequency at an internal /O port connected to said radiating
element and the highest frequency of the frequency region of
lowest frequency above 1.4, or even above 1.6.

In addition to a radiator rectangle defined for each one of
the one or several radiating elements of the antenna structure,
a ground plane rectangle is defined as being the minimum-
sized rectangle that encompasses the ground plane layer of
the antenna structure. That is, the ground plane rectangle is a
rectangle whose edges are tangent to at least one point of said
ground plane layer.

In some examples, the connection point of the ground
plane layer is located substantially close to an edge of the
ground plane layer encompassed by the ground plane rect-
angle, preferably said edge being common with a side of the
ground plane rectangle, and preferably said side being a short
side of the ground plane rectangle.

An area ratio is defined as the ratio between the area of a
radiator rectangle and the area of the ground plane rectangle.
In some embodiments, at least some of the area ratios are
smaller than 15%, preferably smaller than 10%, and more
preferably smaller than 5%. In some other embodiments,
particularly in which the antenna structure comprises at least
two radiating elements, at least one of the area ratios is
smaller than 8%, preferably smaller than 4%, and more pref-
erably smaller than 2%.

An aspect of the invention relates to the simplicity of the
geometry of the at least one radiating element of the antenna
structure, which while making efficient use of the volume
within the wireless handheld or portable device dedicated to
said at least one radiating element, leads to enhanced radio-
electric performance, increased robustness to external effects
and neighboring components of the wireless device, and/or
reduced interaction with the user.

According to the present invention, the geometry of a radi-
ating element is fully described by its radiator contour.

In general, the radiator contour of a radiating element is a
set of joint and/or disjoint segments comprising:

the perimeter of one or more radiating arms placed in the

radiator rectangle,

the perimeter of closed slots and/or closed apertures

defined within said radiating element,

and/or the orthogonal projection onto the radiator rectangle

of perimeters of radiating arms, or parts of radiating
arms, placed in the radiator box but not in the radiator
rectangle.

The radiator contour can comprise straight segments,
curved segments or a combination thereof. Not all the seg-
ments that form the radiator contour need to be connected
(i.e., to be joint). In some cases, the radiator contour com-
prises two, three, four or more disjoint subsets of segments. A
subset of segments is defined by one single segment or by a
plurality of connected segments. In other cases, the entire set
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of segments that form the radiator contour are connected
together defining a single set of joint segments (i.e., the radia-
tor contour has only one subset of segments).

Along the contour different segments can be identified e.g.
by a corner between two segments, wherein the corner is
given by a point on the contour where no unique tangent can
be identified. At the corners the contour has an angle. The
segments next to a corner may be straight or curved or one
straight and the other curved. Further, segments may be sepa-
rated by a point where the curvature changes from left to right
or from right to left. For example, in a “sine” curve such
points are given where the curve intersects the horizontal axis
(i.e., x-axis, abscissa, sin(x)=0).

In particular, according to the present invention, the radia-
tor contour of a radiating element comes into contact with
each of the four (4) sides of the radiator rectangle in at least
one point of each side of said radiator rectangle.

In some embodiments, the radiator contour of at least one
radiating element includes not more than ten segments in
order to provide enhanced radioelectric performance to the
resulting antenna system.

In some examples the integration of a radiating element
into the wireless handheld or portable device may be compli-
cated by the presence of elements of the wireless device
within the radiator box of said radiating element (such as for
example a connector, a speaker, or a microphone). In some
other examples, such integration may be complicated by the
need to adjust the intrinsic frequency associated to a radiating
element to a particular value. Therefore, in some embodi-
ments the radiator contour of at least one radiating element
may have more than ten segments, but preferably not more
than 15, 20, or 25, to keep the geometrical complexity of the
radiating elements low.

In general, the smaller the number of segments of a radiator
contour and the wider the angles between connected seg-
ments, the less convoluted the geometry of a radiating ele-
ment.

About Complexity Factors

The level of complexity of a radiator contour can be advan-
tageously parameterized by means of two complexity factors,
hereinafter referred to as F21 and F32, which capture the
geometrical details of the radiator contour (such as for
instance its edge-richness, angle-richness and/or discontinu-
ity-richness) when looked at different levels of scale.

For the computation of F21 and F32, a first, a second, and
a third grid (hereinafter called grid G1, grid G2 and grid G3
respectively) of substantially square or rectangular cells are
placed on the radiator rectangle. Said three grids are adaptive
to the radiator rectangle. That is, the size and aspect ratio of
the cells of each one of said three grids is determined by the
size and aspect ratio of the radiator rectangle. The use of
adaptive grids is advantageous because it provides sufficient
number of cells within the radiator rectangle to fully capture
the geometrical features of the radiator contour.

Moreover, said three grids are selected to span a range of
levels of scale corresponding to two octaves: A side of a cell
of grid G2 is half the size of a side of a cell of grid G1 (i.e., a
4 scaling factor or an octave of scale); a side of a cell of grid
(33 is half the size of a side of a cell of grid G2, or one fourth
the size of a side of a cell of grid G1 (i.e., a ¥4 scaling factor
or two octaves of scale). A range of scales of two octaves
provides a sufficient variation in the size of the cells across the
three grids as to capture gradually from the coarser features of
the radiator contour to the finer ones.

Grids G1 and G3 are constructed from grid G2, which
needs to be defined in the first place.
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As far as the second grid (or grid G2) is concerned, the size
of'a cell and its aspect ratio (i.e., the ratio between the width
and the height of the cell) are chosen so that the radiator
rectangle is perfectly tessellated with an odd number of col-
umns and an odd number of rows.

In the present document, columns of cells are associated to
the long side of a radiator rectangle, while rows of cells are
associated to a short side of said radiator rectangle. In other
words, along side of the radiator rectangle spans a number of
columns, being said columns parallel to the short side of the
radiator rectangle. In the same way a short side of the radiator
rectangle spans a number of rows, being said rows parallel to
the long side of the radiator rectangle.

If the radiator rectangle is tessellated with an excessive
number of columns, then the size ofthe resulting cells is much
smaller than the range of typical sizes of the features neces-
sary to shape the radiator contour. However, if the radiator
rectangle is tessellated with an insufficient number of col-
umns, then the size of the resulting cells is much larger than
the range of typical sizes of the features necessary to shape
said radiator contour. It has been found that setting to nine (9)
the number of columns that tessellate the radiator rectangle
provides an advantageous compromise, for the preferred
sizes of a wireless handheld or portable device, and the cor-
responding available volumes for the antenna structure,
according to the present invention. Therefore, a cell width
(W2)is selected to be equal to a ninth (%6) of the length of the
long side of the radiator rectangle (W).

Moreover, it is also advantageous to use cells that have an
aspect ratio closest to one. In other words, the number of
columns and rows of cells of the second grid that tessellate the
radiator rectangle are selected to produce a cell as square as
possible. A grid formed by cells having an aspect ratio close
to one is preferred in order to perceive features of the radiator
contour using approximately a same level of scale along two
orthogonal directions defined by the long side and the short
side of the radiator rectangle. Therefore, preferably, the cell
height (H2) is obtained by dividing the length of the short side
of'the radiator rectangle (H) by the odd integer number larger
than one (1) and smaller than, or equal to, nine (9), that results
in an aspect ratio W2/H2 closest to one.

In the particular case that two different combinations of a
number of columns and rows of cells of the second grid
produce a cell as square as possible, a second grid is selected
such that the aspect ratio is larger than 1.

In some examples, a radiator contour may comprise a por-
tion (such as for instance a part of an arm) in which the
separation between two non-adjacent edges is smaller than
the cell width W2. In those examples, said portion of the
radiator contour does not substantially distinguish from a
zero-width line, and the segments of the radiator contour
associated to said portion should be replaced by a line placed
at the middle distance from the two non-adjacent edges (i.e.,
each point of said line is placed at equal distance from a point
of each of the two non-adjacent edges). As a consequence of
this modification, the radiator contour may, in some cases,
require the resizing of the radiator rectangle and/or the recal-
culation of the grids.

Thus, the radiator rectangle is tessellated perfectly with 9
by (2n+1) cells of grid G2, wherein n is an integer larger than
zero (0) and smaller than five (5). A first grid (or grid G1) is
obtained by combining four (4) cells of the grid G2. Each cell
of'the grid G1 consists of a 2-by-2 arrangement of cells of grid
G2. Therefore, a cell of the grid G1 has a cell width equal to
twice (2) the width of a cell of the second grid (W2) (i.e.,
W1=2xW2); and a cell height (H1) equal to twice (2) the
height of a cell of the second grid (H2) (i.e., H1I=2xH2).
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Since grid G2 tessellates perfectly the radiator rectangle
with an odd number of columns and an odd number of rows,
an additional row and an additional column of cells of said
grid G2 are necessary to have enough cells of the grid G1 as
to completely cover the radiator rectangle.

In order to define uniquely the tessellation of the radiator
rectangle with grid G1 a corner of said radiator rectangle is
selected to start placing the cells of said grid G1.

A feeding point corner is defined as being the corner of the
radiator rectangle closest to a connection point of the radiat-
ing element used for feeding purposes and responsible for the
operation of the radiating element in its lowest frequency
region. In case that said connection point is placed at an equal
distance from more than one corner of the radiator box, then
the corner closest to a perimeter of the ground plane layer of
the antenna structure is selected, preferably the corner closest
to a shorter edge of the ground plane rectangle. In case both
corners are placed at the same distance from said connection
point and from the shorter edge of the ground plane rectangle,
the feeding point corner will be chosen, then owing to ergo-
nomics reasons and taking into account the absorption of
radiation in the hand of the user of a wireless handheld or
portable device, and considering that there is a predominance
on right-handed users, it has been observed that in some
embodiments it is convenient to place a connection point for
feeding purposes and/or to designate the feeding point corner
on the corner of the radiator rectangle which is closer to a left
corner of the ground plane rectangle, being the left side of said
ground plane rectangle the closest to the left side of the
wireless handheld or portable device as seen by a right-
handed user holding typically said device with her right hand
to originate a phone call, while facing a display of said device.
Also, the selection of the feeding point corner on the top or
bottom corner on the left side of the wireless handheld or
portable device depends on the position of the radiating ele-
ment with respect to a body of the wireless handheld or
portable device: An upper-left corner of the radiator rectangle
is preferred in those cases in which said radiating element is
placed substantially near the top part of said body of the
wireless handheld or portable device (usually, above and/or
behind a display); and a lower-left corner of the radiator
rectangle is preferred in those cases in which said radiating
element is placed substantially near the bottom part of said
body of the wireless handheld or portable device (usually,
below and/or behind a keypad). Again, due to ergonomics
reasons, a top and a bottom part of a body of a wireless
handheld or portable device are defined as seen by a right-
handed user holding typically said device with her right hand
to originate a phone call, while facing a display 901 as seen in
FIGS. 9a and 95.

A first cell of the grid G1 is then created by grouping four
(4) cells of grid G2 in such a manner that:

a corner of said first cell is the feeding point corner,

and said first cell is positioned completely inside the

antenna rectangle.

Once the first cell of the grid G1 is placed, other cells of
said grid G1 can be placed defining uniquely the relative
position of said grid G1 with respect to the radiator rectangle.
The radiator rectangle spans 5 by (n+1) cells of the grid G1,
(when G2 includes 9 columns) requiring the additional row
and the additional column of cells of the grid G2 that meet at
the corner of the radiator rectangle that is opposite to the
feeding point corner, and that are not included in the radiator
rectangle.

The complexity factor F21 is computed by counting the
number of cells N1 of the grid G1 that are at least partially
inside the radiator rectangle and include at least a point of the
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radiator contour (in the present invention the boundary of the
cell is also part of the cell), and the number of cells N2 of the
grid G2 that are completely inside the radiator rectangle and
include at least a point of the radiator contour, and applying
then the following formula:

_log(N;) ~log(N1)
log(1/2)

21 =

Complexity factor F21 is predominantly aimed at captur-
ing the complexity and degree of convolution of features of
the radiator contour that appear when said contour is looked
at coarser levels of scale. As it is illustrated in the example of
FIG. 12, the election of grid G1 and grid G2, and the fact that
with grid G2 the radiator rectangle is perfectly tessellated by
an odd number of columns and an odd number of rows, results
in a value of the factor F21 equal to one for a radiator contour
shaped as the radiator rectangle. On the other hand, a radiator
contour whose shape is inspired in a Hilbert curve that fills the
radiator rectangle features a value of the factor F21 smaller
than two. Therefore the factor F21 is geared more towards
assessing an overall complexity of a radiator contour (i.e.,
whether the degree of convolution of a radiator contour dis-
tinguishes sufficiently from a simple rectangular shape when
looked at from a zoomed-out view), rather than estimating if
the full complexity of a radiator contour (i.e., the complexity
of the radiator contour when looked at from a zoomed-in
view) approaches that of a highly-convoluted curve such as
the Hilbert curve.

Moreover, in some embodiments the factor F21 is related
to the number of paths that the geometry of the radiating
element provides to electric currents and/or the equivalent
magnetic currents to excite radiation modes (i.e., factor F21
tends to increase with the number of geometrical portions
within the radiating element). In general, the more frequency
regions and/or radiation modes that need to be supported by a
radiating element of an antenna structure, the higher the value
of the factor F21 that needs to be attained by the radiator
contour of said radiating element.

A third grid (or grid G3) is readily obtained by subdividing
each cell of grid G2 into four cells, having each of said cells
a cell width (W3) equal to one half (V2) of the width of a cell
of the second grid (W2) (i.e., W3=14xW2); and a cell height
(H3) equal to one half (V2) of the height of a cell of the second
grid (H2) (i.e., H3="42xH2).

Therefore, since each cell of the grid G2 is replaced with
2-by-2 cells of the grid G3, then 18 by (4n+2) cells of grid G3
are thus required to tessellate completely the radiator rect-
angle.

The complexity factor F32 is computed by counting the
number of cells N2 of grid G2 that are completely inside the
radiator rectangle and include at least a point of the radiator
contour, and the number of cells N3 of the grid G3 that are
completely inside the radiator rectangle and include at least a
point of the radiator contour, and applying then the following
formula:

log(N3) ~ log(N2)

log(1/2)

32 =

Complexity factor F32 is predominantly directed at cap-
turing the complexity and degree of convolution of features of
the radiator contour that appear when said contour is looked

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

at finer levels of scale. As it is illustrated in the example of
FIG. 12, the election of grid G2 and grid G3 is such that a
radiator contour whose shape is inspired in a Hilbert curve
that fills the radiator rectangle features a value of the factor
F32 equal to two. On the other hand, a radiator contour shaped
as the radiator rectangle features a value of the factor F32
larger than one. Therefore the factor F32 is geared more
towards evaluating the full complexity of a radiator contour
(i.e., whether the degree of convolution of a radiator contour
tends to approach that of a highly-convoluted curve such as
the Hilbert curve), rather than discerning if said radiator con-
tour is substantially different from a rectangular shape.

Moreover, the factor F32 is in some embodiments related
to the degree of miniaturization achieved by a radiating ele-
ment.

The complexity factors F21 and F32 span a two-dimen-
sional space on which the radiator contour of a radiating
element of a wireless handheld or portable device is mapped
as a single point with coordinates (F21, F32). Such a mapping
can be advantageously used to guide the design of said radi-
ating element by tailoring the degree of convolution of its
radiator contour until some preferred values of the factors F21
and F32 are attained, so that the resulting radiating element:
provides the required number of frequency regions in which a
wireless handheld or portable device operates; meets device
size and/or integration constraints; and/or enhances the radio-
electric performance of the antenna system and/or that of the
wireless handheld or portable device in at least one of the
frequency regions of operation.

In a preferred embodiment, the antenna structure of a wire-
less handheld or portable device comprises at least one, two,
three radiating elements, or even all its radiating elements
featuring each a radiator contour with a complexity factor F21
smaller than or equal to 1.2 and a complexity factor F32
smaller than or equal to 1.2.

In some examples the radiator contour of at least one, two,
three or more radiating elements of an antenna structure fea-
tures each a complexity factor F32 larger than a certain mini-
mum value in order to achieve some degree of miniaturiza-
tion.

A radiator contour with a complexity factor F32 high,
despite achieving substantial size reduction, may not be pre-
ferred for a wireless handheld or portable device of the
present invention as the radiating element defining said radia-
tor contour is likely to have reduced capability to operate in
multiple frequency regions and/or limited radioelectric per-
formance when connected to a matching and tuning circuit.
Therefore in some examples of embodiments of the present
invention the radiator contour of at least one, two, three or
more radiating elements of an antenna structure features each
a complexity factor F32 smaller than a certain maximum
value in order to achieve enhanced radioelectric performance.

In some cases of embodiments of the present invention the
radiator contour of at least one, two, three or more radiating
elements of an antenna structure features each a complexity
factor F32 larger than said minimum value but smaller than
said maximum value.

Said minimum and maximum values for the complexity
factor F32 can be selected from the list of values comprising:
1.00, 1.05, 1.10, 1.15, 1.20, 1.25, 1.30, 1.35, 1.40, 1.45, and
1.50.

Similarly, in some examples a radiator contour of at least
one, two, three or more radiating elements advantageously
features each a complexity factor F21 larger than a lower
bound and/or smaller than an upper bound. Said lower and
upper bounds for the complexity factor F21 can be selected
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from the list comprising: 0.90, 0.95, 1.00, 1.05, 1.10, 1.15,
1.20, 1.25,1.30, 1.35, 1.40, 1.45, and 1.50.

In some embodiments, a rather large complexity factor F32
combined with a small complexity factor for F21 is desired.
This might be convenient, for instance, when operation of the
antenna system is desired at high frequencies, such as for
instance, frequencies higher than any of the values compris-
ing: 1710 MHz, 1850 MHz, 1920 MHz or 2400 MHz. In those
cases, a F21 factor below a number selected from the range:
0.90,0.95,1.00,1.05,1.10,1.15,1.20, 1.25, 1.30, 1.35, 1.40,
1.45, and 1.50 and a F32 factor higher than a number selected
from the range: 1.30, 1.45, 1.50, 1.55, 1.60, 1.65, 1.70 might
be preferred.

The complexity factors F21 and F32 have turned out to be
relevant parameters that allow for an effective antenna struc-
ture design. Evaluation of those parameters gives good hints
on possible changes of the radiating elements in order to
obtain improved antenna systems.

In some cases the parameters F21 and F32 allow for easy
identification of unsuitable radiating elements. Further those
parameters may be used in numerical optimization algo-
rithms as target values or to define target intervals in order to
speed up such algorithms.

In some embodiments, the matching and tuning system
comprises a matching network that transforms the input
impedance of the antenna structure, providing impedance
matching to the antenna system in the first and second fre-
quency regions of operation of the antenna system.

Said matching network can comprise a single stage or a
plurality of stages. In some examples, the matching network
comprises at least two, at least three, at least four, at least five,
at least six, at least seven, at least eight or more stages.

A stage comprises one or more circuit components (such as
for example but not limited to inductors, capacitors, resistors,
jumpers, short-circuits, switches, or other reactive or resistive
components). In some cases, a stage has a substantially induc-
tive behavior in the frequency regions of operation of the
antenna system, while another stage has a substantially
capacitive behavior in said frequency regions, and yet a third
one may have a substantially resistive behavior in said fre-
quency regions.

A stage can be connected in series or in parallel to other
stages and/or to at least some of the I/O ports of the matching
and tuning system.

In some examples, the matching network alternates stages
connected in series with stages connected in parallel (i.e.,
shunted), forming a ladder structure. In some cases, a match-
ing network comprising two stages forms an .-shaped struc-
ture (i.e., series-parallel or parallel-series). In some other
cases, a matching network comprising three stages forms
either a pi-shaped structure (i.e., parallel-series-parallel) or a
T-shaped structure (i.e., series-parallel-series).

In some examples, the matching network alternates stages
having a substantially inductive behavior, with stages having
a substantially capacitive behavior.

In an example, a stage may substantially behave as a reso-
nant circuit (such as, for instance, a parallel LC resonant
circuit or a series LC resonant circuit) in at least one fre-
quency region of operation of the antenna system. The use of
stages having a resonant circuit behavior allows one part of
the matching network be effectively connected to another part
of'said matching network in a given frequency region, and be
effectively disabled in another frequency region.

In an example, the matching network comprises at least
one active circuit component (such as for instance, but not
limited to, a transistor, a diode, a MEMS device, a relay, or an
amplifier) in at least one stage.
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In a preferred example, the matching network comprises a
first stage and a second stage forming an [.-shaped structure,
with said first stage being connected in series and said second
stage being connected in parallel. Said first stage is connected
to an I/O port of the matching and tuning system, said /O port
being connected to an internal I/O port of the antenna struc-
ture of an antenna system. Said first stage has a substantially
inductive behavior in the frequency regions of operation of
the antenna system. Said second stage is connected to said
first stage, and substantially behaves as a resonant circuit
(preferably as a parallel LC resonant circuit) in at least one
frequency region of operation of the antenna system.

In some examples, at least some circuit components in the
stages of the matching network are discrete lumped compo-
nents (such as for instance SMT components), while in some
other examples all the circuit components of the matching
network are discrete lumped components. In some examples,
atleast some circuit components in the stages of the matching
network are distributed components (such as for instance a
transmission line printed or embedded in a PCB containing
the ground plane layer of the antenna structure), while in
some other examples all the circuit components of the match-
ing network are distributed components.

In some embodiments, the matching and tuning system
comprises a diplexer or a bank of filters to separate the elec-
trical signals of the different frequency regions of operation
of the antenna system.

In an example, the matching and tuning system comprises
afirst diplexer to separate the electrical signals of the first and
second frequency regions of operation of the antenna system,
a first matching network to provide impedance matching in
said first frequency band, a second matching network to pro-
vide impedance matching in said second frequency band, and
a second diplexer to recombine the electrical signals of said
first and second frequency regions.

Alternatively, a diplexer can be replaced by a bank of
band-pass filters and a combiner/splitter. Also, a diplexer and
a bank of band-pass filters may be used in the matching and
tuning system. Preferably, there are as many band-pass filters
in the bank of band-pass filters as there are frequency regions
of operation of the antenna system, and each one of the
band-pass filters is designed to present low insertion loss in a
different frequency region and high impedance in the others.
The combiner/splitter combines (or splits) the electrical sig-
nals of the different frequency regions of operation of the
antenna system.

In the context of this document high impedance in a given
frequency region preferably refers to impedance having a
modulus not smaller than 150 Ohms, 200 Ohms, 300 Ohms,
500 Ohms or even 1000 Ohms for any frequency within said
frequency region, and more preferably being substantially
reactive (i.e., having a real part substantially close to zero)
within said given frequency region.

In some embodiments the antenna structure comprises a
plastic or dielectric carrier (such as for instance made of Poly
Carbonate, Liquid Crystal Polymer, Poly Oxide Methylene,
PC-ABS, or PVC) that provides mechanical support to at
least one radiating element of said antenna structure. In other
cases, at least one radiating element is affixed to a plastic
cover of the wireless handheld or portable device.

In some embodiments, the antenna structure comprises a
slab of dielectric material placed in the proximity of a radi-
ating element (such as for example above or below a radiating
element). Said dielectric slab loads said radiating element,
resulting in a lowering of an intrinsic frequency of the antenna
structure.
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In some examples the orthogonal projection of the dielec-
tric slab onto the plane containing the ground plane layer
overlaps at least partially the orthogonal projection of said
radiating element onto said same plane. Such overlapping can
be more than 30%, 50%, or 70%, or even equal to approxi-
mately 100% of the area of the orthogonal projection of said
radiating element.

The dielectric slab can be advantageously used to tune an
intrinsic frequency of the antenna structure until a target ratio
between said intrinsic frequency and the highest frequency of
the lowest frequency region of operation of the antenna sys-
tem is obtained, without requiring an increase in the dimen-
sions of said radiating element.

The radioelectric performance of the antenna structure,
and that of the resulting antenna system, can be adjusted by
setting the appropriate degree of overlapping between the
projections of said radiating element and the dielectric slab,
without having to modify the shape or dimensions of said
radiating element.

Thus, the present invention provides a highly-standardized
antenna system solution for wireless handheld or portable
devices, since a same radiating element can be used across
many different devices. To provide the frequency regions of
operation, an antenna designer needs only to adjust the
matching and tuning system, and/or possibly the placement of
a dielectric slab with respect to a given radiating element of
the antenna structure.

The present invention can be applied to antenna structures
with different antenna topologies, preferably unbalanced
antenna topologies. In particular, monopoles, folded and/or
loaded monopoles, and their slot or aperture equivalents (slot
monopoles, folded and/or loaded slot monopoles) are some of
the topologies in which the present invention can be applied.
Other antenna topologies include shorted and bent mono-
poles (L-shaped monopoles, inverted-F antennas or IFA), and
again their aperture equivalents. Another possible antenna
configuration is a microstrip or patch antenna, including their
shorted versions (shorted patches and PIFAs). All of these
antenna topologies could be used in the antenna structure for
an antenna system according to the present invention.

LIST OF FIGURES

Embodiments of the invention are shown in the enclosed
figures. Herein shows:

FIG. 1—Block diagrams of three examples of antenna
systems according to the present invention.

FIG. 2—Example of an antenna structure for an antenna
system, the antenna structure including a radiating element
and a ground plane layer: (a) Perspective view; and (b) top
plan view.

FIG. 3—Typical radioelectric performance at the internal
1/0O port of the antenna structure of FIG. 2 when disconnected
from a matching and tuning system: (a) Input return loss, (b)
input impedance, and (c¢) radiating efficiency.

FIG. 4—Schematic of the matching and tuning system of
the antenna system whose antenna structure is shown in FIG.
2.

FIG. 5—Comparison of the typical input return loss at the
internal I/O port of the antenna structure of FIG. 2, and at the
external I/O port of the antenna system after connecting the
matching and tuning system of FIG. 4 to the antenna structure
of FIG. 2.

FIG. 6—Radioelectric performance at the internal /O port
of the antenna structure when disconnected from a matching
and tuning system as the distance of the radiating element to
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an edge of the ground plane layer is varied: (a) Input return
loss, and (b) input impedance.

FIG. 7—Perspective view of a wireless handheld or por-
table device including a space for the integration of a radiat-
ing element, and its corresponding radiator box; and radiator
rectangle.

FIG. 8—(a) Example of a wireless handheld or portable
device comprising a ground plane layer included in a PCB,
and its corresponding ground plane rectangle; (b) ground
plane rectangle of said wireless handheld or portable device
in combination with a radiator rectangle for a radiating ele-
ment.

FIG. 9—An example of wireless handheld or portable
device being held typically by a right-handed user to originate
a phone call, and how the feeding point corner of a radiator
rectangle of said device may be selected.

FIG. 10—Example of (a) a first grid, (b) a second grid, and
(c) athird grid to compute the complexity factors of a radiator
contour.

FIG. 11—Two-dimensional representation of the F32 vs.
F21 space.

FIG. 12—Example of a radiator contour inspired in a Hil-
bert curve under (a) a first grid, (b) a second grid, and (c) a
third grid to compute the complexity factors of said radiator
contour.

FIG. 13—Computation of the complexity factors of the
radiator contour of the radiating element of FIG. 2: (a) Origi-
nal radiator contour under a second grid; and modified radia-
tor contour under (b) a first grid, (¢) a second grid, and (d) a
third grid.

FIG. 14—Perspective view of an example of an antenna
structure for an antenna system, the antenna structure includ-
ing a radiating element having a volumetric geometry.

FIG. 15—Comparison of the typical input return loss at the
internal I/O port of the antenna structure of FIG. 14, and at the
external 1/O port of the antenna system after connecting a
matching and tuning system to the antenna structure of FIG.
14.

FIG. 16—Schematic of an example matching and tuning
system for an antenna system comprising diplexers.

FIG. 17—Example of an antenna structure for an antenna
system, the antenna structure including two radiating ele-
ments and a ground plane layer: (a) Perspective view; and (b)
top plan view.

FIG. 18—(a) Input return losses at each one of the two
internal 1/O ports of the antenna structure of FIG. 17 when
disconnected from a matching and tuning system; (b) Input
return losses at the external I/O port of the antenna system
having the antenna structure of FIG. 17 and the matching and
tuning system of FIG. 19.

FIG. 19—Schematic of the matching and tuning system of
the antenna system whose antenna structure is shown in FIG.
17.

FIG. 20—Top plan view of a further example of an antenna
structure for an antenna system, the antenna structure includ-
ing a radiating element and a ground plane layer.

FIG. 21—Radiator contour of the radiating element in FI1G.
20 under (a) a first grid, (b) a second grid, and (c) a third grid
to compute the complexity factors of said radiator contour.

FIG. 22—FExamples of antenna structures comprising two
radiating elements suitable for an antenna system according
to the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Further characteristics and advantages of the invention will
become apparent in view of the detailed description of some
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preferred embodiments which follows. Said detailed descrip-
tion of some preferred embodiments of the invention is given
for purposes of illustration only and in no way is meant as a
definition of the limits of the invention, made with reference
to the accompanying figures.

FIG. 1 shows the block diagram of three examples of an
antenna system for a wireless handheld or portable device
according to the present invention.

In particular FIG. 1a shows an antenna system 100 com-
prising an antenna structure 105, a matching and tuning sys-
tem 130 and an external I/O port of the antenna system 140.
The antenna structure 105 comprises a radiating element 110,
which includes a connection point 112, and a ground plane
layer 120, said ground plane layer including also a connection
point 121. The antenna structure 105 further comprises an
internal /O port 150 defined between the connection point of
the radiating element 112 and the connection point of the
ground plane layer 121. The matching and tuning system
comprises two 1/O ports: a first I/O port 160 is connected to
the internal I/O port of the antenna structure 150, and a second
1/0 port 161 is connected to the external /O port of the
antenna system 140.

Referring now to FIG. 15, an antenna system 101 com-
prises an antenna structure 106, which, in addition to a first
radiating element 110 and a ground plane layer 120, also
includes a second radiating element 111. The antenna struc-
ture 106 comprises two internal 1/O ports: The first internal
1/0 port 150 is defined between a connection point of the first
radiating element 112 and a connection point of the ground
plane layer 121; while the second internal I/O port 151 is
defined between a connection point of the second radiating
element 113 and the same connection point of the ground
plane layer 121.

The antenna system 101 comprises a matching and tuning
system 131 including three 1/O ports: A first /O port 160 is
connected to the first internal /O port 150; a second 1/O port
162 is connected to the second internal I/O port 151; and a
third I/O port 161 is connected to the external /O port of the
antenna system 140.

FIG. 1¢ depicts a further example of an antenna system 102
having the same antenna structure 105 as in the example of
FIG. 1a. However, differently from the example of FIG. 1a,
the antenna system 102 comprises an additional external I/O
port 141.

The antenna system 102 includes a matching and tuning
system 132 having a first I/O port 160 connected to the inter-
nal I/O port of the antenna structure 150, a second /O port
161 connected to the external /O port 140, and a third I/O port
163 connected to the additional external /O port 141.

Such an antenna system 102 may be preferred when said
antenna system 102 is to provide operation in at least one
cellular communication standard and at least one wireless
connectivity standard. In one example, the external I/O port
140 may provide the GSM 900 and GSM 1800 standards,
while the external I/O port 141 may provide an IEEE802.11
standard.

FIG. 2a shows the antenna structure 200 of an antenna
system capable of operating in two separated frequency
regions of the electromagnetic spectrum: a first frequency
region between 880 and 960 MHz, and a second frequency
region between 1710 and 1990 MHz.

The antenna structure 200 comprises a radiating element
201, and a rectangular ground plane layer 202. In this
example, the radiating element 201 is substantially planar,
said element 201 being placed on the same plane as the one
including the ground plane layer 202 (i.e., the radiating ele-
ment 201 and the ground plane layer 202 are substantially
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coplanar). Since the radiating element 201 and the ground
plane layer 202 are substantially coplanar, they may be
embedded in a same PCB of a wireless handheld or portable
device.

In accordance to the present invention, the radiating ele-
ment 201 protrudes beyond the ground plane layer 202. In
fact, the projection 208 of the radiating element 201 on the
plane of the ground plane layer 202 does not overlap the
ground plane layer 202. Moreover, a majority of the area of
said projection of the radiating element 201 (in particular
more than 80% of said area) is placed at a distance 210 to an
edge of the ground plane layer 204 between a 0.6% and a 6%
of the wavelength corresponding to the highest frequency of
the lowest frequency region of operation (i.e., the first region),
obtaining a good compromise between radioelectric perfor-
mance of the antenna system and integration of the antenna
structure 200 within the wireless handheld or portable device.

Theradiating element 201 comprises a single radiating arm
205, said arm 205 including a connection point 203 located at
one end of the radiating arm 205. The connection point of the
radiating element 203 defines together with a connection
point of the ground plane layer 202 (not shown) an internal
1/0O port of the antenna structure.

FIG. 3 presents typical radioelectric performance of the
antenna structure 200 at its internal I/O port as a function of
the frequency, when the antenna structure 200 is not con-
nected to the matching and tuning system of an antenna
system. FIG. 3a shows the input return losses, while FIG. 36
represents the locus of the input impedance on a Smith chart.

In FIG. 3a, the input return loss curve 300 has a minimum
at a frequency 301 (around 1.52 GHz), said frequency 301
being the intrinsic frequency of the antenna structure. The
intrinsic frequency 301 is advantageously outside the first and
second regions of operation of the antenna system, and in
particular above said first frequency region. The ratio
between the intrinsic frequency 301 and the highest fre-
quency of the lowest frequency region of operation is advan-
tageously larger than 1.4 but smaller than 2.0.

On a Smith chart, in FIG. 35, frequency 301 corresponds to
a point located close to the horizontal axis (i.e., real input
impedance), which indicates that the antenna structure 200 is
close to resonance at the intrinsic frequency 301.

The input return loss curve 300 of FIG. 3a features also a
frequency 302 (around 1.26 GHz), said frequency 302 being
lower than the intrinsic frequency 301, at which the absolute
value of slope of the curve 300 at said frequency 302 is
smaller than the absolute value of the slope of the curve 300
at any other frequency within a non-empty neighborhood
centered at said frequency 302. The frequency 302 is there-
fore the secondary frequency of the antenna structure 200.

Said secondary frequency 302 shows in FIG. 35 as a
“bump” in the locus of the input impedance of the antenna
structure 200, which is an indication of the coupling of the
ground plane layer 202.

In this embodiment, the ratio between the intrinsic fre-
quency 301 and the secondary frequency 302 is larger than
1.0 but smaller than 1.4, which is advantageous to provide
adequate radioelectric performance to the antenna system in
the two regions of operation once the matching and tuning
system is connected to the antenna structure 200.

FIG. 3¢ shows the radiating efficiency of the antenna struc-
ture 200 at its internal I/O port when the matching and tuning
system is not connected to it. The antenna structure 200 is
efficient around the intrinsic frequency 301, reaching effi-
ciency levels in excess of 50%, and fairly similar throughout
its impedance bandwidth.
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FIG. 4 depicts a typical matching and tuning system 400 to
be used in combination with the antenna structure 200 in FIG.
2 in order to transform the input impedance of the antenna
structure 200 and provide impedance matching in the firstand
second regions of operation of the antenna system.

The matching and tuning system 400 comprises a first [/O
port 401 for connection with the internal I/O port of the
antenna structure 200, and a second I/O port 402 for connec-
tion with the external I/O port of the antenna system. The
matching and tuning system 400 further comprises a match-
ing network 403, connected to said first and second I/O ports
401, 402.

In this example, the matching network 403 comprises six
(6) stages 404-409, although in other examples a matching
network 403 could comprise fewer or more stages. The stages
404-409 are arranged forming a ladder structure (i.e., a first
stage 404 is laid out in parallel with the first I/O port 401,
while a second stage 405 is laid out in series, and so on
alternating stages in parallel with stages in series). The last
stage 409 is connected to the second /O port 402.

Moreover, in this example each stage 404-409 comprises
each one circuit component. Three stages 404, 406, 407 fea-
ture a substantially capacitive behavior in the frequency
regions of operation, while three stages 405, 408, 409 feature
a substantially inductive behavior.

In FIG. 5 it is shown a comparison between the input return
loss at the internal I/O port of the antenna structure 200
(before connecting the matching and tuning system 400), and
the input return loss at the external I/O port of the antenna
system after connecting said matching and tuning system 400
to the internal I/O port of the antenna structure 200.

Curve 501 (in dashed line in FIG. 5) corresponds to the
input return losses at the internal I/O port of the antenna
structure 200 when the matching and tuning system 400 is not
connected to said internal I/O port, and is the same as the
curve 300 in FIG. 3a. Curve 502 (in solid line in FIG. 5)
corresponds to the input return losses at the external 1/O port
of the antenna system, and shows two frequency regions in
which the return losses are better than —6 dB: a first frequency
region between frequency 503 and frequency 504, which may
provide operability for the GSM900 standard; and a second
frequency region between frequency 506 and frequency 507,
which may provide operability for the GSM 1800 and GSM
1900 standards.

Protruding a radiating element of the antenna structure
beyond the ground plane layer is advantageous to adjust the
levels of impedance of the antenna structure and enhance its
impedance bandwidth. In the embodiment of FIG. 2 a major
portion of the radiating element 201 is at a distance from an
edge of the ground plane layer 204. Varying said distance has
an impact on the input impedance of the antenna structure. In
FIG. 6, it is represented how the input impedance of an
antenna structure such as the one in FIG. 2 changes as the
distance of the radiating element 201 to said edge 204 is
varied.

Inparticular, FIG. 6a shows the input return loss curves and
FIG. 64 the input impedance loci. Curves 602 and 632 (solid
lines in FIG. 6) correspond to the case already presented in
FIGS. 3a and 35 respectively.

If the distance of the radiating element 201 to the edge 204
is halved with respect to the case depicted in FIG. 2, the input
impedance locus 631 becomes larger, which translates into a
degradation of the input return loss at the internal I/O port of
the antenna structure 601 (dash-dotted lines in FIG. 6). On the
other hand, an increase in said distance results in an input
impedance locus 633 smaller, which in turn leads to an input
return loss curve 603 with a larger impedance bandwidth, and
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enhanced radioelectric performance of the antenna system
and/or the wireless handheld or portable device including
such (dashed lines in FIG. 6).

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of a wireless handheld or
portable device 700 comprising in this particular example
only one body. A volume 701 within said device 700 is made
available for the integration of the radiating element of an
antenna structure. The wireless handheld or portable device
700 also comprises a multilayer PCB. A layer 702 of said
PCB serves as a ground plane layer of the antenna structure.

A radiator box 703 is obtained as a minimum-sized paral-
lelepiped that completely encloses the volume 701. In this
example, the radiator box 703 has rectangular faces 704-709.
According to the present invention, the geometry of the radi-
ating element comes into contact with each ofthe six (6) faces
of'the antenna box 704-709 in at least one point of each face.
Moreover, the radiating element in the antenna structure of
said device 700 has no portion that extends outside the radia-
tor box 703.

A radiator rectangle 710 is obtained as the orthogonal
projection of the radiator box 703 along the normal to the face
with largest area, which in this case is the direction normal to
faces 704 and 705.

FIG. 8a represents a top plan view of the wireless handheld
or portable device 700. For the sake of clarity, the volume 701
has been omitted in the figure. A ground plane rectangle 800
is adjusted around the layer 702 that serves as a ground plane
layer to the antenna structure of said device 700. The ground
plane rectangle 800 is a minimum-sized rectangle in which
each of'its edges is tangent to at least one point of the perim-
eter of layer 702.

FIG. 8b depicts the relative position of the ground plane
rectangle 800 and the radiator rectangle 710 for the wireless
handheld or portable device 700 of FIG. 7. The radiator rect-
angle has a long side 803 and a short side 804. The ground
plane rectangle has a long edge 802 and a short edge 801.

In this particular example, the radiator rectangle 710 and
the ground plane rectangle 800 lie substantially on a same
plane (i.e., the radiator rectangle 710 and the ground plane
rectangle 800 are substantially coplanar). Furthermore, a long
side of the radiator rectangle 803 is substantially parallel to a
short edge of the ground plane rectangle 801, while in some
other embodiments it will be substantially parallel to a long
edge of the ground plane rectangle.

In this example, the radiator rectangle 710 is partially over-
lapping the ground plane rectangle 800. Although in other
cases, they can be completely non-overlapping. Moreover, in
this example the placement of the radiator rectangle 710 is not
symmetrical with respect to a symmetry axis that is parallel to
the long edge of the ground plane rectangle 802 and that
passes by the middle point of the short edge of said ground
plane rectangle 801.

FIG. 2b shows a radiator rectangle 230 fitted around the
radiating element 201, and a ground plane rectangle 231 fitted
around the ground plane layer of the antenna structure 202.

In this particular example area of the radiator rectangle is
advantageously smaller than 0.35% of the square of the wave-
length corresponding to the lowest frequency of operation of
the antenna system comprising the antenna structure 200.

FIG. 9 shows a wireless handheld or portable device 900
consisting of a single body being held typically by a right-
handed user to originate a phone call while facing a display of
said device 901. The wireless handheld or portable device 900
comprises a radiating element and a PCB that includes a layer
that serves as a ground plane layer 902 (depicted in dashed
line). The radiating element is to be arranged inside a radiator
box, whose radiator rectangle 903, 904 is depicted also in
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dashed line. The radiator rectangle 903, 904 is partially in the
projection of the ground plane layer 902. In the case of FIG.
9a, the radiator rectangle 903 is placed substantially in the top
part of the body of the device 900 (i.e., above and/or behind a
display 901), while in FIG. 95 the radiator rectangle 904 is
placed substantially in the bottom part of the body of the
device 900 (i.e., below and/or behind a keypad).

For ergonomics reasons, it is advantageous in the examples
of'the FIG. 9 to select a corner of the radiator rectangle close
to the left edge of the device 900. The lower left corner of the
radiator rectangle 905 is selected as the feeding point corner
in the case of FIG. 9a, while the upper left corner of the
radiator rectangle 906 is selected as the feeding point corner
in the case of FIG. 9. In these two examples the corners
designated as feeding point corners 905, 906 are also substan-
tially close to a short edge of a ground plane rectangle (not
depicted in FIG. 9) that encloses the ground plane layer 902.

FIG. 10 represents an example of a first grid 1001, a second
grid 1002 and a third grid 1003 used for the computation of
the complexity factors F21 and F32 of a radiator contour that
fits in a radiator rectangle 1000. Said radiator rectangle 1000
has a long side 1003 and a short side 1004.

In FIG. 105, the second grid 1002 has been adjusted to the
size of the radiator rectangle 1000. The long side of the
radiator rectangle 1003 is fitted with nine (9) columns of cells
of said second grid 1002. As far as the number of rows is
concerned, the aspect ratio of the radiator rectangle 1000 in
this particular example is such that a cell aspect ratio closest
to one is obtained when the short side of the radiator rectangle
1004 is fitted with five (5) rows of cells of said second grid.
Therefore, the radiator rectangle 1000 is perfectly tessellated
with 9 by 5 cells of the second grid 1002.

FIG. 10a shows a possible first grid 1001 obtained from
grouping 2-by-2 cells of the second grid 1002. In this
example, the upper left corner of the radiator rectangle 1000
is selected as the feeding point corner 1005. A first cell of the
first grid 1006 is placed such that said cell 1006 has a corner
being the feeding point corner 1005 and is completely inside
the radiator box 1000. In the example of FIG. 10a, the radiator
rectangle 1000 spans five (5) columns and three (3) rows of
cells of the first grid 1001.

Since the radiator rectangle 1000 is tessellated with an odd
number of columns and rows of cells of the second grid. An
additional column 1008 and an additional row 1009 of cells of
the second grid 1002 are necessary to have enough cells of the
first grid 1001 to completely cover the radiator rectangle
1000. Said additional column 1008 and additional row 1009
meet at the lower right corner of the radiator rectangle 1007
(i.e., the corner opposite to the feeding point corner 1005).

FIG. 10¢ shows the third grid 1003 obtained from dividing
each cell of the second grid 1002 into four (4) cells. Each cell
of' the third grid 1003 has a cell width and cell height equal a
halfofthe cell width and cell height ofa cell of the second grid
1002. Thus, in this example the radiator rectangle 1000 is
perfectly tessellated with eighteen (18) columns and ten (10)
rows of cells of the third grid 1003.

FIG. 11 shows the two-dimensional space 1100 defined by
the complexity factors F21 and F32. The radiator contour of
a radiating element of a device is represented as a point 1101
of coordinates (F21, F32) in said two-dimensional space
1100.

FIG. 12 provides an example to illustrate the complexity
factors that feature two radiating elements radically different:
A rectangular radiating element that occupies the area of a
radiator rectangle 1200 for a wireless handheld or portable
device; and a radiating element whose contour is inspired in a
Hilbert curve 1210 that fills the available space within the
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radiator rectangle 1200. These two radiating element
examples help to show the relevance of the two complexity
factors.

FIG. 12 shows said radiating element 1210 inside the radia-
tor rectangle 1200 under a first grid 1201, a second grid 1202,
and a third grid 1203. In this example, the radiator rectangle
1200 is perfectly tessellated with nine (9) columns and five
(5) rows of cells of said second grid 1202 (FIG. 125). The
radiating element 1210 has a connection point 1211 used for
feeding purposes, located substantially close to the lower left
corner of the radiator rectangle 1205 (being thus the feeding
point corner).

In FIG. 124, there are fifteen (15) cells of the first grid 1201
at least partially inside the radiator rectangle 1200 and that
include at least a point of the radiator contour of radiating
element 1210 (i.e., N1=15). In FIG. 125, there are forty-five
(45) cells of the second grid 1202 completely inside the
radiator rectangle 1200 and that include at least a point of the
radiator contour of the antenna 1210 (i.e., N2=45). Finally in
FIG. 12¢, there are one hundred eighty (180) cells of the third
grid 1203 completely inside the radiator rectangle 1200 and
that include at least a point of the radiator contour of the
radiating element 1210 (i.e., N3=180). Therefore, in the
present example, a radiating element whose contour is
inspired in the Hilbert curve 1210 features F21=1.58 (i.e.,
smaller than 2.00) and F32=2.00.

On the other hand if the process of counting the cells in
each of the three grids is repeated for a rectangular radiating
element whose contour is the radiator rectangle 1200 then
N1=12, N2=24 and N3=52, which results in F21=1.00 and
F32=1.12 (i.e., larger than 1.00).

These results illustrate that complexity factor F21 is geared
more towards discerning ifthe radiator contour of a particular
radiating element distinguishes sufficiently from a rectangu-
lar radiating element rather than capturing the complete intri-
cacy of said radiator contour, while complexity factor F32 is
predominantly directed towards capturing if the degree of
complexity of said radiator contour approaches to that of a
highly-convoluted curve such as a Hilbert curve.

FIG. 13 provides an example to illustrate the complexity
factors that feature the radiator contour 1301 of the radiating
element 201 of the antenna structure 200 in FIG. 2.

FIG. 13a shows said radiator contour 1301 inside the radia-
tor rectangle 1300 under a second grid 1302. In this example,
the radiator rectangle 1300 is perfectly tessellated with nine
(9) columns and three (3) rows of cells of said second grid
1302. The radiator contour 1301 comprises a portion in which
a first edge 1303 and a second edge 1304, said second edge
1304 not being adjacent to said first edge 1303, are placed at
a distance d smaller than the cell width of said second grid
1302. Therefore, said portion of the radiator contour 1301
does not substantially distinguish from a zero-width line 1307
placed at the middle distance between said edges 1303 and
1304. Similarly, the radiator contour 1301 comprises another
portion in which two non-adjacent edges 1305 and 1306 are
alsoplaced at a distance d. Therefore, said other portion of the
radiator contour 1301 can also be replaced by a line 1308 at
the middle distance between said edges 1305 and 1306.

As aresult of the modification of the radiator contour 1301,
the radiator rectangle 1300 has to be resized, and a first, a
second and a third grid fitted to said radiator contour 1301.

FIGS. 13b-d show a modified radiator contour 1321 inside
its radiator rectangle 1320 under a first grid 1331, a second
grid 1332, and a third grid 1333. In this example, the radiator
rectangle 1320 is tessellated with nine (9) columns and three
(3) rows of cells of said second grid 1332 (FIG. 13¢). The
radiator contour 1321 has a connection point 1322 used for
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feeding purposes of the radiating element 201, located sub-
stantially close to the bottom left corner of the radiator rect-
angle 1323 (being thus the feeding point corner).

In FIG. 135, there are six (6) cells of the first grid 1331 at
least partially inside the radiator rectangle 1320 and that
include at least a point of the radiator contour 1321 (i.e.,
N1=6). In FIG. 13c, there are eleven (11) cells of the second
grid 1332 completely inside the radiator rectangle 1320 and
that include at least a point of the radiator contour 1321 (i.e.,
N2=11). Finally in FIG. 13d, there are twenty three (23) cells
of'the third grid 1333 completely inside the radiator rectangle
1320 and that include at least a point of the radiator contour
(i.e., N3=23). Therefore, in the present example, the radiator
contour 1321, corresponding to the radiating element 201 in
FIG. 2, features F21=0.9 (i.e., smaller than 1.2) and F32=1.1
(i.e., smaller than 1.2). Such low complexity factors are an
indication of the geometrical simplicity of the radiating ele-
ment 201, which is advantageous to provide a single path to
the electric currents flowing on said radiating element 201 to
excite a radiation mode with enhanced radioelectric perfor-
mance.

FIG. 14 presents another embodiment of an antenna system
according to the present invention based on a modification of
the antenna structure shown in FIG. 2.

Antenna structure 1400 comprises a radiating element
1401 and a ground plane layer 202. The radiating element
1401 includes a radiating arm formed by a first portion 1406
protruding substantially perpendicularly to an edge of the
ground plane layer 204, and a second portion 1405 arranged
substantially parallel to said edge 204. The first portion 1406
includes a connection point 1403 on one end, and is con-
nected to the second portion 1405 on the opposite end.

The first portion 1406 is substantially coplanar to the
ground plane layer 202, while the second portion 1405 fea-
tures a volumetric geometry. Said second portion 1405 has
the shape of a parallelepiped with a face being coplanar to the
ground plane 202 and extending upwards (i.e., substantially
perpendicular to the plane containing the ground plane layer
202) a height t. In this particular embodiment, the radiating
element can be confined in a radiator box having a height t
being at least 2.0% of the wavelength corresponding to the
lowest frequency of operation of the antenna system. In addi-
tion, in this case, a majority of the area of the orthogonal
projection 1408 of the radiating element 1401 onto the plane
containing the ground plane layer 202 is placed at a distance
1410 to an edge of said ground plane layer 202 ranging from
0.6% to 6% of the wavelength corresponding to the highest
frequency of the lowest frequency region of operation.

FIG. 15 presents the input return losses at the internal [/O
port of the antenna structure 1400 (before connecting a
matching and tuning system) compared with the input return
losses at the external I/O port of the antenna system after
connecting said matching and tuning system to the internal
1/0 port of the antenna structure 1400.

Curve 1501 (in dashed line in FIG. 15) corresponds to the
input return losses at the internal I/O port of the antenna
structure 1400. When a matching and tuning system compris-
ing a six-stage matching network is connected to said internal
1/0 port, curve 1502 (in solid line in FIG. 15) is obtained at the
external I/O port of the antenna system. Curve 1502 shows
two frequency regions in which the return losses are better
than -6 dB: a first frequency region between frequency 1503
and frequency 1504, which may provide operability for the
GSM 850 and GSM900 standards; and a second frequency
region between frequency 1505 and frequency 1506, which
may provide operability for the GSM 1800, GSM 1900 and
UMTS standards.
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The use of the antenna structure 1400 in which the radiat-
ing element 1401 has a volumetric geometry is advantageous
in enhancing the radioelectric performance of the antenna
system, in particular increasing the impedance bandwidth in
both the first and second frequency regions with respect to the
example of FIG. 2, making it possible for the wireless hand-
held or portable device to operate five communication stan-
dards.

FIG. 16 shows an example matching and tuning system
comprising a first diplexer 1603 to separate the electrical
signals of a first and a second frequency regions of operation
of an antenna system, a first matching network 1605 to pro-
vide impedance matching in said first frequency region, a
second matching network 1606 to provide impedance match-
ing in said second frequency region, and a second diplexer
1602 to recombine the electrical signals of said first and
second frequency regions.

The first diplexer 1603 is connected to a first I/O port 1601,
while the second diplexer 1604 is connected to a second I/O
port 1602. In an antenna system, an internal /O port of an
antenna structure may be connected to said first /O port 1601,
while an external I/O port of the antenna system may be
connected to said second 1/O port 1602.

The use of diplexers in the matching and tuning system is
advantageous to separate the electrical signals of different
frequency regions and transform the input impedance char-
acteristics in each frequency region independently from the
others.

FIG. 17 presents a further example of an antenna structure
for an antenna system according to the present invention. The
antenna system is to operate in a first frequency region from
824 t0 960 MHz and a second frequency region between 1.71
and 2.17 GHz.

In this example, the antenna structure 1700 includes a first
radiating element 1701, a second radiating element 1702 and
a ground plane layer 1703. A major portion of the radiating
elements 1701, 1702 is substantially parallel to the ground
plane layer 1703. Moreover, a major portion of said elements
1701, 1702 is placed at a height with respect to the plane
containing the ground plane layer 1703 not larger than 2% of
the wavelength corresponding to the lowest frequency of
operation of the antenna system. In this particular example,
the first radiating element 1701 and the second radiating
element 1702 are placed at different heights with respect to
the ground plane layer 1703, although in other examples said
heights can be substantially equal. Setting the height of each
radiating element independently allows to modify the input
impedance characteristics of the antenna structure (such as
for instance to increase the impedance bandwidth) selectively
in certain frequency regions.

The first and second radiating elements 1701, 1702 pro-
trude beyond the ground plane layer 1703. In particular, the
orthogonal projection 1708, 1709 of the radiating elements
1701, 1702 on the plane containing the ground plane layer
1703 does not overlap said ground plane layer 1703. More-
over, a majority of the area of said projection 1708, 1709 of
the radiating elements 1701, 1702 is at a distance 1710, 1711
from an edge of the ground plane layer 1704 between a 0.6%
and a 6% of the wavelength corresponding to the highest
frequency of the lowest frequency region of operation (i.e.,
the first region). In other preferred embodiments, the orthogo-
nal projection of radiating elements 1701, 1702 on the plane
containing the ground plane layer 1703 might overlap at least
partially said ground plane layer 1703.

The first radiating element 1701 comprises a first connec-
tion point 1705. Said element 1701 is arranged with respect to
the ground plane layer 1703 in a way that its connection point
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1705 is substantially close to a first end of edge 1704. The
second radiating element 1702 comprises a second connec-
tionpoint 1706. Said element 1702 is arranged with respect to
the ground plane layer 1703 in a way that its connection point
1706 is substantially close to a second end of edge 1704,
opposite to said first end.

In some embodiments, the space between radiating ele-
ments 1701 and 1702 might be advantageously used to inte-
grate one or more components of the wireless device, such as
for instance but without limitation: a camera or a CCD sensor,
a speaker, an earpeace, a microphone, a vibrating module, an
electronic connector, or a shield can.

The first radiating element 1701 can be fitted in a radiator
box, whose radiator rectangle 1731 has an area smaller than
0.3% of the square of the wavelength corresponding to the
lowest frequency of operation of the antenna system. Analo-
gously, the second radiating element 1702 features a radiator
rectangle 1732 having an area smaller than 0.2% of the square
of said wavelength.

The first connection point 1705 defines together with a
connection point of the ground plane layer 1703 (not depicted
in the figure) a first internal I/O port of the antenna structure
1700. Similarly, the second connection point 1706 defines
together with said connection point of the ground plane layer
1703 a second internal I/O port of the antenna structure 1700.

The input return losses at each one of the two internal 1/O
ports of the antenna structure 1700 when not connected to a
matching and tuning system are presented in FIG. 18a.

Curve 1801 (in solid line in FIG. 18a) corresponds to the
input return losses at the first internal 1/O port (i.e., the one
connected to the first radiating element 1701). Curve 1801
has a minimum at a frequency around 1.3 GHz, said fre-
quency being the intrinsic frequency of the first internal 1/O
port of the antenna structure 1700. Said intrinsic frequency is
advantageously outside the first and second regions of opera-
tion of the antenna system, and in particular above said first
frequency region. The ratio between the intrinsic frequency of
the first internal I/O port of the antenna structure 1700 and the
highest frequency of the lowest frequency region of operation
is advantageously larger than 1.2 but smaller than 2.0.

Curve 1801 features also a frequency around 1 GHz, said
frequency being lower than the intrinsic frequency of'the first
internal I/O port of the antenna structure 1700, at which the
absolute value of slope of the curve 1801 at said frequency is
smaller than the absolute value of the slope of the curve 1801
at any other frequency within a non-empty neighborhood
centered at said frequency. Therefore, said frequency is the
secondary frequency of the first internal /O port of the
antenna structure 1700.

In this embodiment, the ratio between the intrinsic fre-
quency and the secondary frequency of the first internal I/O
port of the antenna structure 1700 is advantageously larger
than 1.0 but smaller than 1.4.

Curve 1802 (in dashed line in FIG. 18a) corresponds to the
input return losses at the second internal /O port (i.e., the one
connected to the second radiating element 1702). Curve 1802
has a minimum at a frequency larger than 2.3 GHz, said
frequency being the intrinsic frequency of the second internal
1/O port of the antenna structure 1700. Said intrinsic fre-
quency is advantageously outside the first and second regions
of operation of the antenna system, and in particular above
said first and second frequency regions. The ratio between the
intrinsic frequency of the second internal I/O port of the
antenna structure 1700 and the highest frequency of the low-
est frequency region of operation is advantageously larger
than 2.2 but smaller than 4.0.
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Curve 1802 features also a frequency around 1.4 GHz, said
frequency being lower than the intrinsic frequency of the
second internal I/O port of the antenna structure 1700, at
which the absolute value of slope of the curve 1802 at said
frequency is smaller than the absolute value of the slope of the
curve 1802 at any other frequency within a non-empty neigh-
borhood centered at said frequency. Therefore, said fre-
quency is the secondary frequency of the second internal I/O
port of the antenna structure 1700.

In this embodiment, the ratio between the intrinsic fre-
quency and the secondary frequency of the second internal
1/O port of the antenna structure 1700 is advantageously
larger than 1.2 but smaller than 2.4.

FIG. 19 presents a schematic of a matching and tuning
system 1900 to be connected to the two internal I/O ports of
the antenna structure 1700 in order to transform the input
impedance of the antenna structure 1700 and provide imped-
ance matching in the first and second regions of operation of
the antenna system.

The matching and tuning system 1900 comprises two 1/O
ports 1901, 1902 to be connected respectively to the first and
second internal I/O ports of the antenna structure 1700, and a
third /O port 1903 to be connected to a single external I/O
port of the antenna system.

The matching and tuning system 1900 also comprises a
first matching network 1904 connected to 1/O port 1901,
providing impedance matching within the first frequency
region; and a second matching network 1905 connected to I/O
port 1902, providing impedance matching within the second
frequency region.

The matching and tuning system 1900 further comprises a
first band-pass filter 1906 connected to said first matching
network 1904, and a second band-pass filter 1907 connected
to said second matching network 1905. The first band-pass
filter 1906 is designed to present low insertion loss in the first
frequency region and high impedance in the second fre-
quency region of operation of the antenna system. Analo-
gously, the second band-pass filter 1907 is designed to present
low insertion loss in said second frequency region and high
impedance in said first frequency region.

Said first and second band-pass filters 1906, 1907 comprise
each at least two stages, and preferably at least one of said at
least two stages includes an [.C-resonant circuit.

The matching and tuning system 1900 additionally
includes a combiner/splitter 1908 to combine (or split) the
electrical signals of different frequency regions. Said com-
biner/splitter 1908 is connected to the first and second band-
pass filters 1906, 1907, and to I/O port 1903.

In some examples, the combiner/splitter 1908 can be
advantageously constructed by directly connecting in parallel
the two band-pass filters 1906, 1907 to /O port 1903.

In FIG. 185 it is shown the input return loss at the external
1/O port of an antenna system comprising the antenna struc-
ture 1700 connected to the matching and tuning system 1900.

The curve in FIG. 185 shows two frequency regions in
which the return losses are better than —6 dB: a first frequency
region below frequency 1831, which may provide operability
for the GSM 850 and GSM 900 standards; and a second
frequency region between frequency 1832 and frequency
1833, which may provide operability for the GSM 1800,
GSM 1900 and UMTS standards.

FIG. 20 shows another antenna structure 2000 for an
antenna system capable of operating in two separated fre-
quency regions of the electromagnetic spectrum when an
appropriate matching and tuning system is connected to said
antenna structure 2000.
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The antenna structure 2000 includes a radiating element
2001, and a rectangular ground plane layer 2002. The radiat-
ing element 2001 comprises a single radiating arm 2003, said
arm 2003 including a connection point 2004 located at one
end of the radiating arm 2003.

FIG. 21 shows the radiator contour 2110 of the radiating
element 2001 inside the antenna rectangle 2100 under a first
grid 2101, a second grid 2102, and a third grid 2103. In this
case, the radiator rectangle 2100 is perfectly tessellated with
nine (9) columns and five (5) rows of cells of said second grid
2102 (FIG. 215). The radiating element 2001 has a connec-
tion point 2004 located substantially close to the bottom left
corner of the radiator rectangle 2105 (being this the feeding
point corner). In this particular example, the radiator contour
2110 comprises curve segments.

As for the radiator contour 2110 of FIG. 21, in FIG. 21a,
there are thirteen (13) cells of the first grid 2101 at least
partially inside the radiator rectangle 2100 and that include at
least a point of the radiator contour 2110 (i.e., N1=13). In
FIG. 2154, there are twenty-six (26) cells of the second grid
2102 completely inside the radiator rectangle 2100 and that
include at least a point of the radiator contour 2110 (i.e.,
N2=26). Finally in FIG. 21¢, there are fifty-seven (57) cells of
the third grid 2103 completely inside the radiator rectangle
2100 and that include at least a point of the radiator contour
2110 (i.e., N3=57). Therefore, in the present example, the
radiating element 2001 features F21=1.0 (i.e., smaller than
1.2) and F32=1.1 (i.e., smaller than 1.2).

FIGS. 22a-f present some further examples of antenna
structures 2210, 2220, 2230, 2240, 2250, 2260 for an antenna
system according to the present invention. As in the example
described in connection with FIG. 17, these antenna struc-
tures comprise two radiating elements and a ground plane
layer 2200.

FIGS. 22a and 225 show two examples in which a first and
second radiating elements feature a volumetric geometry. The
first radiating element 2211, 2221 and the second radiating
element 2212, 2222 comprise a portion having the shape of a
parallepiped (and more preferably the shape ofa cube) with a
face being coplanar with the ground plane layer 2200 and
extending upwards (i.e., substantially perpendicular to the
plane containing the ground plane layer 2200) a predeter-
mined height. Said height may be the same for both the first
and second radiating elements 2211, 2212, 2221, 2222, or
may be different.

In FIG. 224, the radiator box of the first radiating element
2211 has a volume larger than the volume of the radiator box
of the second radiating element 2212, while in FIG. 225 the
volume of the radiator box of the first radiating element 2221
is substantially the same as that of the radiator box of the
second radiating element 2222.

FIGS. 22¢ and 22d show two examples in which a first and
second radiating element are substantially planar. The first
radiating element 2231, 2241 and the second radiating ele-
ment 2232, 2242 comprise a portion having the shape of a
rectangle (and more preferably the shape of a square) and are
located on the same plane as the one containing the ground
plane layer 2200 (i.e., the first and second radiating elements
2231,2232, 2241, 2242 and the ground plane layer 2200 are
substantially coplanar).

In FIG. 22¢, the radiator rectangle of the first radiating
element 2231 has an area larger than the area of the radiator
rectangle of the second radiating element 2232, while in FIG.
22d the area of the radiator rectangle of the first radiating
element 2241 is substantially the same as that of the radiator
rectangle of the second radiating element 2242.
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FIGS. 22e¢ and 22f'show two further examples in which a
first and second radiating elements are substantially planar.
The first radiating element 2251, 2261 and the second radi-
ating element 2252, 2262 comprise a single radiating arm that
defines a geometry with a radiating contour having a plurality
of segments. In these examples, the radiator contour of the
radiating elements 2251, 2252, 2261, 2262 has more than 10
segments but advantageously less than 20 segments in order
to keep the geometrical complexity low. Also, although in
these examples the number of segments of the radiator con-
tour of the radiating elements 2251,2252,2261, 2262 appears
to be the same, in other cases they may be different.
In some cases, as in the example in FIG. 22¢, the sum of the
length of the segments of the radiator contour of the first
radiating element 2251 and that of the radiator contour of the
second radiating element 2252 are different. In other cases,
such as in the example of F1G. 22f; the sum of'the length of the
segments of the radiator contour of the first radiating element
2261 and that of the radiator contour of the second radiating
element 2262 are substantially equal.
The invention claimed is:
1. A wireless handheld or portable device comprising:
an antenna system configured to operate in a first frequency
region comprising a first frequency band, the antenna
system comprising an antenna structure, a non-active
matching and tuning system, and an external input/out-
put (1/0) port;
the antenna structure comprising:
a radiating element including a connection point;
a ground plane layer including at least one connection
point; and
an internal I/O port coupled between the connection
point of the radiating element and one of the at least
one connection point of the ground plane layer;
the radiating element of the antenna structure extending
beyond an edge of the ground plane layer, wherein at
least a portion of an orthogonal projection of the radiat-
ing element on a plane containing the ground plane layer
does not overlap the ground plane layer;
the non-active matching and tuning system comprising a
first /O port connected to the internal /O port of the
antenna structure, and a second 1/O port connected to the
external input/output (I/O) port of the antenna system;

the antenna structure featuring at the internal I/O port,
when disconnected from the non-active matching and
tuning system, an input return loss curve having a mini-
mum at a frequency above the first frequency region,
said frequency being an intrinsic frequency at the inter-
nal 1/O port of the antenna structure;
the non-active matching and tuning system modifying an
impedance of the antenna structure and providing
impedance matching to the antenna system to transmit
and receive electromagnetic wave signals in the first
frequency band;
wherein a longest side of a radiator rectangle of the radi-
ating element has a dimension smaller than one twenti-
eth of a free-space operating wavelength corresponding
to a lowest frequency of the first frequency region; and

wherein a ratio between the intrinsic frequency at the inter-
nal I/O port of the antenna structure and the highest
frequency of said first frequency region is greater than
2.2.

2. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein a ratio between an area of the radiator
rectangle of the radiating element and the square of the wave-
length corresponding to a lowest frequency of the first fre-
quency region is smaller than 0.6%.
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3. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein the orthogonal projection of the radiating
element on the plane containing the ground plane layer does
not overlap the ground plane layer.

4. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein:

the antenna system is configured to operate in a second

frequency region, wherein a highest frequency of the
first frequency region is lower than a lowest frequency of
the second frequency region; and

the second frequency region comprises second and third

frequency bands,
the antenna structure further comprising:
a second radiating element including a connection point;
and
a second internal I/O port coupled between the connec-
tion point of the second radiating element and one of
the at least one connection point of the ground plane
layer;
the second radiating element of the antenna structure
extending beyond an edge of the ground plane layer,
wherein at least a portion of an orthogonal projection of
the second radiating element on a plane containing the
ground plane layer does not overlap the ground plane
layer;
the non-active matching and tuning system further com-
prising a third I/O port connected to the second internal
1/0O port of the antenna structure;

the antenna structure featuring at the second internal I/O
port, when disconnected from the non-active matching
and tuning system, an input return loss curve having a
minimum at a frequency above the second frequency
region, said frequency being an intrinsic frequency at the
second internal I/O port of the antenna structure; and

the non-active matching and tuning system modifying the
impedance of the antenna structure and providing
impedance matching to the antenna system to transmit
and receive electromagnetic wave signals in the second
and third frequency bands.

5. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein a smallest dimension of the radiating ele-
ment is at least 0.5% of the free-space operating wavelength
corresponding to the lowest frequency of the first frequency
region.

6. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein the radiating element has a characteristic
dimension substantially close to a quarter of a wavelength of
the intrinsic frequency.

7. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein:

the first frequency region comprises a second frequency

band; and

the non-active matching and tuning system modifies the

impedance of the antenna structure and provides imped-
ance matching to the antenna system to transmit and
receive electromagnetic wave signals in the second fre-
quency band.

8. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein:

the ground plane layer is encompassed by a ground plane

rectangle; and

a radiator rectangle of the radiating element has a longest

side substantially parallel to a shorter edge of the ground
plane rectangle.

9. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein the ground plane layer is substantially rect-
angular.
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10. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 1, wherein the first frequency region comprises a 824-
960 MHz frequency range or a 1710-2170 MHz frequency
range.

11. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 4, wherein:

the antenna system further comprises a second external

input/output (I/O) port; and

the non-active matching and tuning system comprises a

fourth I/O port connected to the second external input/
output (I/0) port.

12. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 4, wherein a longest side of a radiator rectangle of the
second radiating element has a dimension smaller than one
tenth of a free-space operating wavelength corresponding to
the lowest frequency of the second frequency region.

13. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 4, wherein the first frequency region comprises a 824-
960 MHz frequency range, and the second frequency region
comprises a 1710-2170 MHz frequency range.

14. A wireless handheld or portable device comprising:

an antenna system configured to operate in a first frequency

region comprising a first frequency band, and a second
frequency region comprising second and third fre-
quency bands, wherein a highest frequency of the first
frequency region is lower than a lowest frequency of the
second frequency region;

the antenna system comprising an antenna structure, a non-

active matching and tuning system, and an external
input/output (I/O) port;
the antenna structure comprising:
a first radiating element including a connection point;
asecond radiating element including a connection point;
a ground plane layer including at least one connection
point; and
first and second internal 1/O ports, the first internal /O
port being coupled between the connection point of
the first radiating element and one of the at least one
connection point of the ground plane layer, and the
second internal /O port being coupled between the
connection point of the second radiating element and
one of the at least one connection point of the ground
plane layer;
each of the first and second radiating elements of the
antenna structure extending beyond an edge of the
ground plane layer, and at least a portion of orthogonal
projections of the first and second radiating elements on
aplane containing the ground plane layer do not overlap
the ground plane layer;
the non-active matching and tuning system comprising a
first [/O port connected to the first internal I/O port of the
antenna structure, a second I/O port connected to the
second internal I/O port of the antenna structure, and a
third /O port connected to the external input/output
(I/0) port of the antenna system;

the antenna structure featuring at the first internal 1/O port,
when disconnected from the non-active matching and
tuning system, an input return loss curve having a mini-
mum at a frequency above the first frequency region,
said frequency being an intrinsic frequency at the first
internal I/O port of the antenna structure;

the antenna structure featuring at the second internal 1/0

port, when disconnected from the non-active matching
and tuning system, an input return loss curve having a
minimum at a frequency above the second frequency
region, said frequency being an intrinsic frequency at the
second internal I/O port of the antenna structure;
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the non-active matching and tuning system modifying an
impedance of the antenna structure and providing
impedance matching to the antenna system to transmit
and receive electromagnetic wave signals in the first,
second and third frequency bands;
wherein a ratio between the intrinsic frequency at the first
internal /O port of the antenna structure and the highest
frequency of the first frequency region is greater than
1.4; and

wherein a ratio between the intrinsic frequency at the sec-
ond internal /O port of the antenna structure and the
highest frequency of the second frequency region is
greater than 2.2.

15. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein the orthogonal projections of the first and
second radiating elements on the plane containing the ground
plane layer do not overlap the ground plane layer.

16. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein a longest side of a radiator rectangle of the
second radiating element has a dimension smaller than one
twentieth of the free-space operating wavelength correspond-
ing to the lowest frequency of the first frequency region.

17. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein the first radiating element has a character-
istic dimension substantially close to a quarter of a wave-
length of the intrinsic frequency at the first internal 1/O port,
and the second radiating element has a characteristic dimen-
sion substantially close to a quarter of a wavelength of the
intrinsic frequency at the second internal 1/O port.

18. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein the antenna system is configured to operate
in a third frequency region comprising a fourth frequency
band, wherein a lowest frequency of the third frequency
region is higher than a highest frequency of the first frequency
region;

the antenna structure further comprising:

a third radiating element including a connection point;
and
a third internal 1/O port coupled between the connection
point of the third radiating element and one of the at
least one connection point of the ground plane layer;
the antenna structure featuring at the third internal I/O port,
when disconnected from the non-active matching and
tuning system, an input return loss curve having a mini-
mum at a frequency above the third frequency region of
operation of the antenna system, said frequency being an
intrinsic frequency at the third internal I/O port of the
antenna structure; and

the non-active matching and tuning system modifying an

impedance of the antenna structure and providing
impedance matching to the antenna system to transmit
and receive electromagnetic wave signals in the fourth
frequency band.

19. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein:

the ground plane layer is encompassed by a ground plane

rectangle;

the connection point of the first radiating element is sub-

stantially close to a first end of a short side of the ground
plane rectangle; and

the connection point of the second radiating element is

substantially close to a second end of said short side of
the ground plane rectangle.

20. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein a longest side of a radiator rectangle of the
first radiating element has a dimension smaller than one twen-
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tieth of a free-space operating wavelength corresponding to a
lowest frequency of the first frequency region.

21. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein:

the antenna system comprises a second external input/

output (I/O) port; and

the non-active matching and tuning system comprises a

fourth I/O port connected to the second external input/
output (I/0) port.

22. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein the first frequency region comprises a
824-960 MHz frequency range, and the second frequency
region comprises a 1710-2170 MHz frequency range.

23. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein:

the ground plane layer is encompassed by a ground plane

rectangle; and

a radiator rectangle of the first radiating element or a radia-

tor rectangle of the second radiating element has a long-
est side substantially parallel to a shorter edge of the
ground plane rectangle.

24. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 14, wherein the ground plane layer is substantially
rectangular.

25. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 18, wherein a longest side of a radiator rectangle of the
third radiating element has a dimension smaller than one
twentieth of a free-space operating wavelength correspond-
ing to a lowest frequency of the third frequency region.

26. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 18, wherein the second frequency region comprises a
1710-2170 MHz frequency range, and the third frequency
region comprises a 824-960 MHz frequency range.

27. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 22, wherein each of the first, second and third frequency
bands is used by a cellular communication service selected
from the following: GSM 850, GSM 900, GSM 1800, GSM
1900, PCS, CDMA, UMTS, W-CDMA, cdmaOne,
¢dma2000, and TD-SCDMA.

28. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 23, wherein each of the radiator rectangle of the first
radiating element and the radiator rectangle of the second
radiating element has a longest side substantially parallel to a
shorter edge of the ground plane rectangle.

29. A wireless handheld or portable device comprising:

an antenna system configured to operate in a first frequency

region comprising a first frequency band, and a second
frequency region comprising second and third fre-
quency bands, wherein a highest frequency of the first
frequency region is lower than a lowest frequency of the
second frequency region;

the antenna system comprising an antenna structure, a non-

active matching and tuning system, and an external
input/output (I/O) port;

the antenna structure comprising:

a radiating element including a connection point;

a ground plane layer including a connection point; and

an internal /O port between the connection point of the
radiating element and the connection point of the
ground plane layer;

the radiating element of the antenna structure extending

beyond an edge of the ground plane layer, and at least a
portion of an orthogonal projection of the radiating ele-
ment on a plane containing the ground plane layer does
not overlap the ground plane layer;

the non-active matching and tuning system comprising a

first /O port connected to the internal /O port of the
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antenna structure, and a second 1/O port connected to the
external input/output (I/O) port of the antenna system;

the antenna structure featuring at the internal /O port,
when disconnected from the non-active matching and
tuning system, an input return loss curve having a mini-
mum at a frequency above the second frequency region,
said frequency being an intrinsic frequency at the inter-
nal 1/O port of the antenna structure;

the non-active matching and tuning system modifying an

impedance of the antenna structure and providing
impedance matching to the antenna system to transmit
and receive electromagnetic wave signals in the first,
second and third frequency bands; and

wherein a ratio between the intrinsic frequency at the inter-

nal I/O port of the antenna structure and the highest
frequency of the first frequency region is greater than
2.2.

30. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 29, wherein a smallest dimension of the radiating ele-
ment is at least a 0.5% of the free-space operating wavelength
corresponding to the lowest frequency of the first frequency
region.
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31. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 29, wherein the orthogonal projection of the radiating
element on the plane containing the ground plane layer does
not overlap the ground plane layer.

32. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 29, wherein a height of the radiating element with
respect to the ground plane layer is smaller than 2% of a
wavelength corresponding to a lowest frequency of the first
frequency region.

33. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 29, wherein:

the ground plane layer is encompassed by a ground plane

rectangle; and

a radiator rectangle of the radiating element has a longest

side substantially parallel to a shorter edge of the ground
plane rectangle.

34. The wireless handheld or portable device according to
claim 29, wherein the ground plane layer is substantially
rectangular.



